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	Metfield Parish Council

	Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held at Metfield Village Hall on 14 September 2026 at 7.30 pm


	Present:  Councillors P Mortimer (Chair), D Fowler, D Honey, C Osborne, C Pryce, P Schwier, P Smith, District Councillor L Hadingham and County Councillor S Mittuch (later).


	In attendance:  Mr S C Blackburn (Clerk), no members of the public.


	1
	Apologies for Absence:  Cllr J Gadson and Cllr B Lee-Harwood

RESOLVED:  that the apologies be accepted.


	2
	Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Noted that Cllr Darren Honey had today signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.


	3
	Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:  Cllr Fowler declared an interest in planning application DC/26/0379 as she is the applicant.


	4
	To sign as an accurate record the minutes of the previous meeting

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 July 2026 be signed as a correct record.


	5
	Matters Arising:  None.


	6
	Reports from County and District Councillors:  Reports had been circulated to Councillors as and when received.


	7
	Matters raised by members of the public

Mr Peter Twiss had written saying that he was to give up various maintenance work around the village including of the path between and Halesworth Road.  Although not a Parish Council appointment, it was agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent and that an appeal for volunteers should be included in the next Six Sense article.

Mr Jonathan Boardman had written complaining of erosion of the bank between his fence and the ditch adjoining the playing field.  After discussion it was agreed that the fence was on Mr Boardman’s land and not the responsibility of the Parish Council.


	8
	Finance

Since the agenda was issued the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) had published revised pay rates for Clerks and revised rates and calculations had been circulated.

RESOLVED:  to implement the new rate of £13.90 per hour with effect from 1 April 2026.

Also, Evolis, the supplier of the Council’s speed indicating devices, had offered a one year extension to the guarantee at a cost of £198 per item, so £398, due in January 2027.  It was agreed that alternative maintenance agrrangements would be explored for discussion at the November meeting.

(a)  To confirm payments made since the last meeting

RESOLVED:  that the payments listed in Appendix 1 be confirmed.

(b)  To approve payments due:

RESOLVED:  that payments listed in Appendix 1 be authorised.

(c)  To note funds received:  See Appendix 1

(d)  To receive a budget and bank reconciliation as at 31st August 2026

RESOLVED:  that the situation be noted.


	9
	Planning

(a)  Recent applications

DC/26/03249 – Wakelyns – Proposed water treatment works
It was agreed that the proposed works fell in the parish of Fressingfield and that no comment should be made.

DC/26/03759 – Rosemary, The Street- works to trees
A qualified tree surgeon had recommended the removal of a hornbeam tree.  RESOLVED:  to support the application.

DC/26/03762 – The Old Mill, Mill Lane – Demolition of garage and new side extension
RESOLVED:  to support the application.

Decisions

DC/26/01470 – Nut Tree Farm, Agricultural Access – Approved with conditions.
Cllr Pryce, the applicant, had complained about the onerous conditions which had been applied;  these were the subject of a discussion with District Cllr Hadingham.

DC/26/02753 – 2 Doctors Lodge, Skinners Lane – roof works – Approved with conditions

Othe matters

It was reported that the overgrown tree problem at Captain’s Farm had been closed although no work had been done to resolve the issue.  It was agreed the Council would write to the County Council and to County Cllr Mituch asking for the case to be reopened and remedial works to be undertaken. 


	10
	Playground

(a)  Inspections

Cllr Pryce had carried out an inspection and had documented the poor condition of the timber surrounding various bases.  The ‘adult’ swings were also in poor condition and it was agreed that replacements, including chains, would be obtained.

It was also agreed to order two signs giving the Council’s contact details and the location of the playground at a cost of £72.

The two picnic benches were felt to be in need of replacement;  Cllr Pryce agreed to obtain quotes for benches made of recycled plastic at a cost of £774 each.  County Cllr Mittuch would be asked to given financial support.

County Councillor Mittuch arrived at the meeting.

Cllr Mortimer explained the work which had been done at the playground and the proposed replacement of the picnic tables.  Cllr Mittuch agreed to consider a request for financial support.

District Cllr Hadingham left the meeting.

(c)  To consider arrangements for formal inspections

It was agreed that this take place in the normal timescale, early 2027.

Cllr Mortimer referred to the issue of overgrown trees as referred to earlier.  A meeting would be arranged between Parish Councillors and Cllr Mittuch.  He will take photographs to support the complaint.


	11
	Cemetery

A request has been received from Mrs Sally Wallace to purchase two plots.  Although not now a resident of Metfield members of her family live in the village and relatives are buried at the Cemetery.

RESOLVED:  that purchase of plots at the standard rate be authorised.

Cllr Mortimer will obtain quotations for the laying of a path to the cemetery extension and will ask a neighbouring farmer to cut the top of the hedge.


	12
	Correspondence:  None.


	13
	Matters raised by Councillors

A car abandoned on private land near the War Memorial should be collected by the County Council after three weeks and this is overdue.  Cllr Mortimer to speak to the landowner in the first instance.

Articles for Six Sense will be contributed by Cllr Pryce (October), Cllr Smith (November) and Cllr Mortimer (December).  The next issue will ask for volunteers to deliver the magazine.


	
	The meeting closed at 8.55 pm.


	
	Date of next meeting:  Monday 9th November 2026.




Appendix 1

	7
	(a)  Invoices paid between meetings

	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	Suffolk Garden Services
	Cut 8 – 9 July
	150.00
	-
	150.00

	Suffolk Garden Services
	Cut 9 – 5 August
	150.00
	-
	150.00



(b)  Payments due

	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	S C Blackburn
	Net Salary July – September
	572.60
	-
	572.60

	HMRC
	Income Tax due on the above
	143.20
	-
	143.20

	Peter Mortimer
	For basketball backboard
	65.00
	13.00
	78.00



(c)  Receipts

	
	
	Total

	BMSDC
	Precept II
	4,125.00

	BMSDC
	Locality Fund re playground works
	1,966.67








Chair ________________________   Date ______________
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