		Metfield Parish Council 13/03/23

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL,
7.30pm 30th January 2023. 

PRESENT - Mr P. Mortimer, Mr P. Schwier, Mr P Smith, Mr P Twiss, Mrs C Pryce, Mrs D Fowler

Clerk- Mrs L Duckett

7 members of the public were present.
[bookmark: _Hlk45700798]
1.APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE -
Mr T Godbold, Mr C Osborne

[bookmark: _Hlk72311906]2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Mr P Twiss and Mrs D Fowler declared an interest being close neighbours of the application. Neither would take part in any vote.

[bookmark: _Hlk531161778]4.TO REVIEW APPLICATION NO. DC/23/00238
Proposal: Full Planning Application - Erection of 1No detached dwelling using existing access (following removal of fencing and workshop). Location: The Duke William, The Street, Metfield, Harleston Suffolk IP20 0LB
The plans were presented to the Parish Council and the following questions were then asked of the applicant:
Was the main property going to be continued as a B&B business? 
In the short to medium term yes, but there were currently discussions with the planning office to convert the current 3 letting rooms to a self-contained annex for potential residential or self-catering letting to future proof the business.
Why was the garage of the proposed new build integral and not separate? 
The architect had tried to create space for a separate garage but this would not allow for the required turning space and additional parking, as required on grounds of highway safety.
Concern was raised over the removal of a boundary fence itemized in the application. 
This is the fence currently dividing the Duke William garden from the carpark, and within the curtilage of the property – the hedge/boundary line between it and Oak House would not be impacted.
Concern was raised over surface water causing flooding in the garden of Hollyholm. This had caused issues in the past due to the ditch running down to the beck behind the property being filled in previously. 
The applicant explained how a significant drainage/soak away would be incorporated into the build based on the permeation rate of the soil. This requirement has also been highlighted in the conditions requested by Suffolk Highways.
An approximate timescale for completion was estimated at one full year.

The Parish Council voted unanimously to support the application.

11. MATTER RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Trees have started to be planted on the new area of the cemetery. The Chair and Clerk would complete the tree planting and a working party would be organized to plant the hedging on Saturday 11th February at 10am. The Clerk would advertise for volunteers to join the Parish Council.


Meeting closed at 8.00 pm.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday 13th March 2023
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