		Metfield Parish Council 24/08/24

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL,
7.30pm 8th July 2024. 

PRESENT - Mr P. Mortimer, Mr P. Schwier, Mrs C Pryce, Mr C Osborne, Mr P Smith, Mrs D Fowler, Mr D Hall, Mr J Gadsdon

Clerk- Mrs L Duckett

No members of the public were present.
[bookmark: _Hlk45700798]
1.APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Mr B Lee-Harwood 

[bookmark: _Hlk72311906]2. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETINGS HELD 13h MAY 2024.
The minutes were agreed and approved.

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES –
Further activity has been observed at Withersdale Hall Farm and reported to the Environment Agency. There is a planning enforcement notice on the site and the Environment Agency are intending to prosecute. Any further sitings of activity will be reported.
The defibrillator pads have been purchased with funds raised by the Community Café.

4. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR HADINGHAM 
[bookmark: _Hlk109119740]MSDC have not produced a report this month, but Cllr Hadingham informed the Parish Council that further investment would be made in Stowmarket. There was no other news.

5. REPORT FROM SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL
Please see the report at the end of these minutes. The Chair of the Parish Council has raised concern with the head of Suffolk County Council over the lack of representation by Suffolk County Council at Parish Council meetings. It is hoped that Cllr Hicks will be able to attend the September meeting. Locality funding had been requested for a speed indicator sign but the Clerk has been informed that there is none available.

6. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
A complaint has been raised with a councillor regarding the state of the footpath running from Fressingfield Rd towards Nut Tree Farm. The Parish Council have tried to contact the landowner but there has been no response. They have also raised with Suffolk County Council Public Rights of Way team, who were not prepared to intervene at the time. As the land is privately owned the Parish Council do not have authority to take action but will raise with Suffolk County Council again.

7. FINANCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk129684698]i)Payments approved between meetings.								
Suffolk Garden Services , grass cutting  £150 x 3
MSDC, Bin emptying charges £248.57
N Riseborough, grass cutting £359.00
Zurich Insurance (best deal available) £448.00
P Mortimer – reimbursement for gravel and ground works in the cemetery £466.00

ii)Payments approved at the meeting
Suffolk Garden Services , grass cutting  £150
L Duckett – Quarterly clerk salary £541.14
HMRC clerk tax £81.60

8.PLANNING – TO REVIEW ANY CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS
There were no new applications

DC/24/01270 Street Farm, The Street, Metfield, Harleston Suffolk IP20 0LA, Proposal: Removal of Ash tree in a conservation area
This application has been approved, and the tree removed.
DC/24/01730 Proposal: Erection of a single storey cart lodge with workshop.
Location: The Dairy Lodge, Fressingfield Road, Metfield, Harleston Suffolk IP20 0LL
This application has been approved
DC/24/02132 Proposal: Householder Application - Erection of single storey side extension. Location: Millfield Cottage, Old Mill Lane, Metfield, Harleston Suffolk IP20 0JZ
This application was reviewed between meetings due to time scale restrictions on submission of comments. No objections were raised. No decision has been made yet.

9. PLAY AREA REPORT
Mrs Fowler regularly inspects the play area on St John’s Meadow and asked for a second opinion on the condition of the wooden ramp. The Parish Council reconvened at the play area at the end of the meeting and agreed that no immediate action was required but that it would be monitored. Further inspection resulted in Mr Hall offering to renovate the wood surround of the swing area. The Clerk will obtain quotes for new play bark. Cllr Hadingham offered a financial contribution from her locality fund, which was very gratefully accepted.

10. MATTER RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Dr Osborne reported that the wooden base around the bus shelter in The Street required attention, and volunteered to carry out the work.
Mr Smith raised concern over the current road closures on Metfield Stores. As Chair of the shop board he had contacted the gas and water authorities regarding loss of business but had had little success. The Parish Council have no control over the situation but will raise the issue with Suffolk County Council, along with concern over the confusing road signage and its impact on road safety where it is obscuring the view at junctions.
Mr Gadsdon reported that the speed enforcement officer had only attended twice in the last 6wks, but that traffic was very light due to the road closures.
Mr Mortimer had had a conversation with Tim Passmore, the Suffolk Police Commissioner, where he had offered to come and speak to the Parish Council about his role and policing in Suffolk. It was agreed that it would be good to set up a meeting and invite other local Parish Councils to attend. The Clerk will arrange for later in the year.

11.CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk had received notification that Mr Hugo Pryce had reached the end of his 3yr tenure as Parish Council representative on the Metfield United Charities Board of Trustees. It was agreed that provided he was happy to continue the Parish Council would be pleased to have him remain on the Board.
The Clerk had received an email regarding a campaign to improve the safety of lithium batteries (used in e-bike and e-scooters) and their disposal, requesting the Parish Council’s support. A bill has been submitted to Parliament (a copy can be found at the end of these minutes). It was agreed that the Parish Council would be willing to support the submission. The Clerk will enquire as to how to proceed.

The meeting closed at 8.20 pm.


DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - Monday 9th September 2024
MSDC Report – provided retrospectively
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£1.5million fund to enhance Stowmarket town centre
The Stowmarket Town Centre Gateway Fund would be made possible thanks to the council’s income from its investment in the Gateway 14 business park on the edge of the town.
Communities invited to ‘fun days’ across the districts
Community Fun Days are coming to Babergh and Mid Suffolk this summer, giving people the opportunity to come together and have fun during the school holidays.
Mid Suffolk events (from 10am to 2pm):
· Friday, 26th July at Stradbroke Playing Field & Community Centre, Wilby Road, Eye IP21 5JN
· Monday, 29th July at Stowmarket Recreation Ground, Recreation Road , Stowmarket, IP14 1JT
· Monday, 12th August at New Green Community Centre, New Green Avenue, Thurston, Bury St Edmunds, IP31 3TG
UK Parliamentary General Election
On Thursday, 4 July, hundreds of Babergh and Mid Suffolk staff helped make democracy happen by manning polling stations, counting ballot papers overnight and everything in between. The results for the three constituencies counted by the councils are now available on the councils’ websites.
















SCC Report – as provided.
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Rogue trader plumber admits defrauding customers
A rogue Suffolk trader has admitted taking thousands of pounds from customers for work that was never carried out or which was sub-standard.
Grant Phillips took a total of £23,511 from eleven customers between April 2021 and October 2023 while operating under three different names.
Phillips traded as Superdry Plumbing & Drainage, Rhino Plumb and Plumb Fix, operating around East Anglia before being brought to justice in a prosecution by Suffolk Trading Standards.
At Ipswich Magistrates Court on Monday June 3, he admitted fraudulent trading contrary to Section 9 of the Fraud Act 2006 - trading fraudulently by failing to provide materials for work or not completing projects.
Phillips, 44, previously of Bath Road, Felixstowe but now of Bailey Gardens, Brantham, is due to be sentenced next month.
The prosecution was brought by Suffolk Trading Standards after customers complained to the Citizens Advice Helpline and Action Fraud.
The victims said payments were made to Phillips for home improvement projects that were not completed or were substandard, requiring expensive remedial work.
He also took money for materials which were not provided, were not as ordered or were not suitable.
The losses ranged from £200 to more than £4,000.
Some victims were elderly and had commissioned home improvement projects to improve accessibility to bathroom facilities in their homes.
Some were not able to afford to complete the project or have the work re-done for a lengthy period and one elderly victim found it difficult to trust another trader in her property.
Graham Crisp, Head of Suffolk Trading Standards, said:
“This was a complex case with some vulnerable victims who have suffered financial loss and have been caused personal stress because of Phillips’ actions.
These people trusted Phillips and they were let down by him either keeping the money and not doing the work, or by carrying it out poorly.
“It is to their credit that they came forward and reported him so that we were able to take action, which we will do against any individual or business that behaves in this way.”
Mr Crisp advised people to use the Suffolk Trusted Trader scheme when having work done.
It is a business partnership scheme where participants have completed a full vetting process and agree to trade fairly under a Code of Practice.
This covers transparent quoting and conducting work, only charging a fair and reasonable price, and dealing with complaints promptly.
For details go to trustedtrader.team/Suffolk/
Company and director found guilty of breaching fire safety regulations
An Ipswich property management company and its director is found guilty of breaches of fire safety legislation.

An Ipswich property management company and its director has been found guilty of breaches of fire safety legislation.
Home from Home Property Management Ltd, and company director Edward Ottley were found guilty at Colchester Magistrates Court of eight offences of non-compliance with the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 following a prosecution brought by Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS).
The properties at 2-100 Wolsey Street. Picture: SFRS
Home from Home manage the premises at 2-100 Wolsey Street, Ipswich.
The verdict was returned at Colchester on Thursday June 6 following a two-week trial, having been referred there from Ipswich Crown Court.
Sentencing is scheduled to take place at Ipswich Crown Court in July.
The court heard that in July 2017 it was identified the premises had aluminium composite material, similar to that found to be the cause of the dramatic fire spread at the Grenfell Tower fire tragedy in London the previous month.
A fire risk assessment had been undertaken of the building, but it did not take into account the high fire risk posed to the residents by the cladding.
It was established that Home from Home had commissioned a fire risk assessor but had given inaccurate information in connection with the level of risk.
When it became apparent, the risk assessor invalidated the fire risk assessment they had produced.
In 2019 officers from SFRS attended the premises and identified that the fire risk assessment had not been reviewed and updated as required by the legislation.
Other areas of non-compliance with the legislation were identified, relating to fire safety measures provided to protect the means of escape and allow the residents to exit safely in event of fire.
In August 2021, Home from Home appointed the services of a new fire risk assessor who corroborated the findings of SFRS in respect of the ongoing risk to residents.
The new fire risk assessor has worked to ensure that there is no longer a significant risk to life and Home from Home are working towards the removal of the cladding with government funding support.
A spokesperson for SFRS said: “The actions by Home from Home regarding the existence of the cladding has prolonged the potential risk of harm to residents had a fire occurred.
“This is a clear message to all managing agents that fire safety is important, and as an enforcing authority Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service will not hesitate in prosecuting where lives are placed at risk.”
Residents advised - don't do business with cold callers
Suffolk Trading Standards is reminding people to stay alert to the risk of being ripped off by cold callers knocking on their doors.
The warning comes after recent incidents of people approaching householders on the doorstep and touting for business.
 Suffolk Trading Standards advises people to only use businesses registered with the Suffolk Trusted Trader scheme.
Trading Standards urged anyone thinking of having home improvement work done to use a business that has been vetted and approved under the Suffolk Trusted Trader scheme.
Residents can also protect themselves and their neighbours by nominating their area to become a No Cold Calling Zone, of which there are now more than 200 across Suffolk.
Graham Crisp, Head of Suffolk Trading Standards said:
“These doorstep traders target the vulnerable and are very persuasive, delivering poor, shoddy work then all too often just disappearing, leaving their victims out of pocket.
“We strongly advise householders and companies to use Trusted Trader, it is a scheme where consumers can be confident in the work that is being done and in the businesses carrying it out.
“No Cold Calling Zones make it clear that residents in that zone will not deal with any trader who knocks on their door out of the blue.”
In the last few weeks, Mr Crisp said Trading Standards had been made aware of:
· Kessingland – A trader called at a property offering various home improvement services. The resident was looking to have a conservatory installed which the trader advised that they could do and could provide a quote. The trader returned later in the day and stayed for more than four hours until the resident agreed to have the work carried out and paid a 25% deposit. The consumer has since tried to contact representatives of the company and cannot get any reply.
· Brandon – A consumer contacted a trader who had delivered leaflets in the area to look at a leak in their roof. The trader visited and advised there were two broken tiles which would cost £2,000. Work started the next day and the trader then advised that a new roof was required and quoted £29,900 to remove all roof tiles, felts, batons and repointing and rebuilding chimney, to install new tiles and batons and install a new ridge system. The resident paid £9,000 deposit by cheque. The trader then advised that new beams and insulation would also be required at a further cost of £800. The trader requested two cheques for £13,000 and £8,000 but asked for the payee details to be left blank. Thankfully, the customer’s bank became suspicious and froze the cheques.
· Bury St Edmunds – A doorstep caller persuaded a resident to change their broadband provider after a sales pitch lasting two hours, only leaving after the resident finally caved in just to get rid of them. The resident has now been without a phone and call alarm service for five weeks.
· Hadleigh – A doorstep caller convinced the elderly individual to have foil insulation installed, despite the property being a new-build bungalow. £7,600 was paid. The client’s son later learned of the installation and on investigating found only half the loft space had had the insulation added. He also found old insulation had not been removed and was in perfect condition.
Mr Crisp said there had also been reports of traders going door to door in Barking, near Needham Market, offering driveway work, and in Lowestoft offering window and door installations.
Suffolk Trading Standards launched its first No Cold Calling Zone in 2009 in Ipswich. It now has 219 across the county, with 91% of the residents receiving less or no doorstep visits since the introduction of their zone and 94% of residents saying they feel safer.
Anyone wishing to nominate their road should go to the No Cold Calling page on the Suffolk County Council website.
For more details about Suffolk Trusted Trader go to trustedtrader.team
Anyone contacted by traders on the doorstep should report them to Trading Standards via 0808 223 1133.
Blue Badge abuser prosecuted for misusing Blue Badge in Ipswich
Nurul Rahman, of Kelvin Road Ipswich, pleaded guilty on the 17/06/2024 at Ipswich Magistrates to wrongful display of a blue badge contrary to Section 117 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. Rahman was fined £153 and ordered to pay £1,000 in investigatory and legal costs, and £61 as a victim surcharge. On 19/10/2023 a joint blue badge enforcement day was carried out in Ipswich by Suffolk County Council’s Blue Badge Team and Counter Fraud Service; together with Ipswich Borough’s Civil Parking Enforcement Team and Corporate Fraud Team.
During the day, Officers came across Rahman who was parked at King Street, Ipswich displaying a blue badge issued by West Sussex County Council to a Hospice. During the inspection of the badge, Rahman stated to Officers that he worked for the Hospice who also operated in Ipswich and had dropped off a disabled person in town. This appeared unusual to Officers and the County Council’s Fraud Service launched an investigation. Enquiries found that the Hospice do not operate in Suffolk, had no link to Rahman and only support children. The Hospice was also unaware their Blue Badge was being used in Suffolk.
Georgia Chimbani, Director of Adult Social Services in Suffolk said: 
“The County Council works closely with the Suffolk District and Borough Councils to tackle blue badge misuse and protect the rights of disabled motorists, including undertaking investigations and prosecutions where appropriate.
“This prosecution sends a clear message that the misuse of a Blue Badge will not be tolerated in Suffolk. This is not a victimless crime. Illegally using a badge that isn’t yours is denying a disabled parking space to those who have a genuine need for them.
“I would like to thank our Counter Fraud Team for their work alongside the district and borough councils in tackling Blue Badge misuse as part of our ongoing commitment to helping the people of Suffolk to live happy and independent lives.”

Andrew Reid
County Councillor – On behalf of Cllr Peter Gould
Tel: - 07545 423 799
Email: - andrew.reid@suffolk.gov.uk 


The Safety of Electric-Powered Micromobility Vehicles and Lithium Batteries Bill
(as provided by Ron Bailey, parliamentary advisor to Electrical Safety First)
A Bill to make provisions regarding the safety of electric-powered micromobility 
vehicles and of lithium batteries; to give duties to the Secretary of State regarding 
those matters; and for connected purposes.
1. The safety of electric-powered micromobility vehicles and secondary lithiumion batteries used to power such vehicles
(1) No person shall after 31st August 2025 place on the UK market any electricpowered micromobility vehicle or a secondary lithium-ion battery used to power such 
vehicles unless –
(a) conformity assessment procedures have been carried out by a conformity 
assessment body (‘CAB’) authorised by the Secretary of State to carry out 
such assessments; and
(b) the manufacturer has drawn up the technical documentation and 
declaration of conformity; and
(c) the electric-powered micromobility vehicle and the battery used to power 
such vehicles bear the CE or UKCA mark to demonstrate conformity with 
designated or harmonised standards.
(2) The Secretary of State must within 6 months of the passing of this Act publish a 
list of CABs recognised as being able to carry out conformity assessment procedures 
pursuant to subsection (1). 
(3) Where in the opinion of a CAB, a product covered by this Act has successfully met 
the essential safety requirements of applicable regulations, it shall issue a certificate 
of conformity to the manufacturer.
(4) Where a certificate of conformity has been issued pursuant to subsection (3) a 
manufacturer must display a CE or a UKCA mark on any product covered by this Act 
before it is placed on the UK market.
(5) No person shall display a CE or a UKCA mark on any product covered by this Act 
unless a certificate of conformity has been issued for the product given in accordance 
with this Act.
2. Disposal of Secondary Lithium-ion Batteries 
(1) The Secretary of State must, within 6 months of the passing of this Act, make 
regulations regarding the safe disposal of lithium batteries.
(2) The regulations made pursuant to subsection (1) may include a requirement for 
sellers of such batteries to:
(a) Display a prominent warning about the dangers of improper disposal of 
lithium batteries not in accordance with those regulations; and
(b) Attach as part of the sale 
(i) Information regarding the cell chemistry of lithium batteries and; 
(ii) information regarding the safe disposal of such batteries.
3. Duties of the Secretary of State
(1) (1) The Secretary of State must, within 12 months of the passing of this Act, 
make regulations 
(a) Specifying safety standards for micromobility vehicle conversion kits and 
associated components; and
(b) Requiring that all micromobility vehicles have either
(i) a non-proprietary charging system with a communications protocol; 
or
(ii)a proprietary charging system with a matched charger
and such regulations may include details of the means by which those standards will 
be enforced and the penalties for failing to comply with those standards.
(2) The Secretary of State must within 6 months of the passing of this Act consult such 
persons as he considers have an interest in this matter on whether to implement an 
interim measure which prohibits the sale of universal chargers for electric-powered 
micromobility vehicles until such time as the regulations detailed in (1) (a) or (1) (b) 
come into force.
4. Offences
Any person who fails to comply with the terms of this Act commits an offence.
5. Interpretation
In this Act, the following terms have the following meanings:
• 'Electric-powered micromobility' means electric scooters or electric bicycles 
powered by secondary lithium-ion batteries, as defined in the Department of 
Transport 2020 publication ‘Future of Transport Regulatory Review Moving 
Britain Ahead Call for Evidence’.
• ‘A lithium battery’ is a non-rechargeable battery with lithium as an anode.
• 'A secondary lithium-ion battery' is a type of rechargeable battery in which the 
main reaction is the transport and intercalation of lithium ions into the cathode 
and anode respectively as defined in the BEIS Research Paper No 2020/037 
entitled ‘Domestic Battery Energy Storage Systems A Review of Safety Risks’.
• ‘A proprietary charging system’ comprises of a manufacturer specified plug and 
socket system designed only to operate in combination with each other.
• ‘A non-proprietary charging system’ comprises of a non-manufacturer specified 
plug and socket system consisting of a standardised plug and socket and a 
communications protocol.
• ‘A communications protocol’ is a set of formal rules describing how to transmit 
or exchange data.
• 'A CE marking' means a mark consisting of the symbol “CE” set out in the form 
specified by the Secretary of State in regulations made pursuant to this Act.
• A ‘UKCA’ marking is a UK Conformity Assessed marking displayed in the form 
specified by the Secretary of State in regulations made pursuant to this Act.
• A conversion kit is the electrical drive train, battery and charging system, that is 
fitted to a regular pedal bicycle to convert it to an electric bike. 
6. Regulations
(1) The Secretary of State must, within six months of the passing of this Act, make 
regulations specifying:
(a) Any amendments to the definition of the term ‘electric-powered 
micromobility’ that, in the Secretary of State’s opinion, are necessary.
(b) The penalties that shall apply to breaches of this Act.
(2) Regulations under this Act shall be made by statutory instrument pursuant to the 
negative resolution procedure.
7. Extent, Commencement, and Short Title
(1) This Act extends to the whole of the UK, subject to resolutions being passed by
(a) The Scottish Parliament;
(b) Senedd Cymru;
(c) The Northern Ireland Assembly
applying it to their respective countries.
(2) This Act comes into force on the day on which it is passed.
(3) This Act may be cited as the Safety of Electric-Powered Micromobility and Lithium
Batteries Act 2023
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