		Metfield Parish Council 26/09/23

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL,
7.30pm 10th JULY 2023. 

PRESENT - Mr P. Mortimer, Mr P. Schwier, Mrs C Pryce, Mr C Osborne, Mrs D Fowler Councillor L Hadingham (MSDC),

Clerk- Mrs L Duckett

No members of the public were present.
[bookmark: _Hlk45700798]
1.APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Councillor P Gould (SCC), Mr B Lee-Harwood, Mr P Smith

[bookmark: _Hlk72311906]2. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING HELD 15th MAY 2023.
The minutes were agreed and approved.

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES –
The Parish Council were pleased to record that more applications than positions had been received for the two vacancies for Parish Councillor. A secret ballot took place, overseen by Cllr Hadingham, where Mr David Hall and Mr John Gadsdon were selected. They will be co-opted onto the Parish Council at the September meeting. The Parish Council wished to express their thanks to all who applied.
An email had been sent to Rachel Hood of Suffolk County Council regarding the ongoing concerns of parents over school transport. She had acknowledged receipt, but as yet had not replied. The Clerk will chase.
The Clerk provided feedback on the 20’s Plenty webinar (further information had also been circulated prior to the meeting). As a result, the Parish Council agreed that they would support the resolution for a 20mph speed limit through the village. The Clerk will submit the resolution to Suffolk County Council via the 20’s Plenty coordinator for Suffolk.
The Chair reported that he and the Clerk had been watering the new trees in the cemetery during the recent dry spell.

4. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR HADINGHAM 
[bookmark: _Hlk109119740]Cllr Hadingham provided a new style report focusing on more local interests with links to news articles further afield. The Parish Council agreed they preferred this approach; The report can be found at the end of these minutes.
Cllr Hadingham was asked about the new electoral boundaries and the proposed pylon route across the county. She reported that nothing had been agreed regarding the electoral boundaries so far, but that the District and County Councils would not change, the impact only being felt by the local MPs. The proposed pylon route currently under consultation will be to the west of the A140, so not pass through Metfield.

5. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR GOULD
No report was provided this month.

6. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
Concern had been raised over the overgrown state of some of the footpaths in the area, especially the short stretch between Fressingfield Road and Nut Tree Farm, and the overgrown hedge on the footpath from Skinners Lane going towards Oak Hill Farm. The Clerk will follow up with the landowners.
A request has been made to use St Johns Meadow for a wedding reception in August 2025. The Parish Council agreed in principle but wanted further information and assurances in writing before full permission was granted. The Clerk will respond on their behalf.
The Clerk had been asked if the Council had received notice of change of use for William and Ivy Cottages which were now being used as holiday accommodation. Notice had not been received; the Clerk will follow up with the planning office.

7. FINANCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk129684698]i)To approve any payments due.					
Approved between meetings via email – 
Mr R Hewitt – grass cutting 								£224.79
											£135.00	
Payments approved at the meeting.
Reimbursement to Clerk for NO DOG signs for play area				  £23.57
Clerk Quarterly Salary 				  				£527.44
HMRC Tax										  £17.20

Following damage to the Clerk’s mower, after cutting the cemetery grass, it was agreed that the old parish mower could be purchased for a donation of £100 to the Parish Council. This was based on a valuation by Linstead Farm Machinery but would be reviewed if the estimate for repair to the drive belt was significantly different to that quoted.

10.PLANNING – TO REVIEW ANY CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS
No new planning applications had been received.
Previous applications decided -
DC23/01228 The Gables, Fressingfield Road – application for a single storey extension to the rear of the property. Granted.
At the last liaison meeting for Wakelyns it was noted that the laybys had still not been constructed. This was due to delays caused by Suffolk Highways. The laybys will be constructed as soon as possible, as they remain a condition of the planning permission. 

9. CEMETERY SEATING
The Parish Council now agreed that they would install three recycled benches in the new area of the cemetery. The Clerk will investigate prices and anchorage kits. The Chair had received an offer from a parishioner to repair the current bench in the older part of the cemetery. The offer was accepted with a view to possibly replacing the bench at a later date. 
The Chair and Clerk will continue to water the new trees as required over the summer months.
The Clerk will seek quotes for stock fencing on the two sides between the expansion area and the Eden’s land, where new hedging has been planted.

10. MATTER RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Some matters raised have already been addressed above.
Concern was raised over bonfires at Withersdale Hall. The Clerk will pass on to Withersdale & Mendham Parish Council.

11.CORRESPONDENCE
CIL training has been made available by MSDC covering how funding is raised, applied and subsequently allocated. The training is not relevant at present, so no one would participate.
An email had been received regarding lottery funding for bringing people together – the Clerk will share with the village hall committee who may be better placed to apply.
Information and a request for volunteers to become Digital Champions had been received. Posters were now on the Parish Council Notice Board, along with local activities for children in the school holidays.

The meeting closed at 8.55 pm.


DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - Monday 25th September 2023		                

MSDC Report, as supplied by Councillor Hadingham


Anti-social behaviour awareness
Our community safety team has been out in our market towns this month, sharing information and answering questions from residents, working alongside partners in tenancy management, environmental health and officers from Suffolk Police on the following dates:
· Monday 3 July: Hadleigh, Morrisons
· Tuesday 4 July: Eye, Broad Street
· Wednesday 5 July: Stowmarket Cedars Park Tesco
· Thursday 6 July: Sudbury market
For more information please contact Ian Rafferty 07510 921853, Ian.rafferty@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk 


Summer holiday activities and free family fun days
We will soon be promoting our summer holiday activity programme to encourage everyone to stay active and healthy during the school break.
Our holiday, activities and food (HAF) programme, funded by the Department for Education, ensures children in need, for example those eligible for free school meals, continue to receive support through holidays - with places also available to book by others looking to entertain their youngsters locally for a small fee.  Find your local activities.

The PE Shed
Description - multi-sport holiday club
involving hockey, netball, and football. 6-11 years 
Dates - 27th July. 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st August 
Address - Stradbroke Primary School, Stradbroke IP21 5HH

· Description - multi-sport holiday club
· involving hockey, netball, and football. 6-11
· Dates - 27th July. 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24t
· Address - Stradbroke Primary School
Contact -
Visit The PE Shed's website
Email ross@thePEshed.co.uk
Phone 07964 094433

TEEN GYM OFFER
· Description - Teen Gym offer - free fitness
· membership with access to gym and pool.
· Leisure centre use on Tuesdays,
· Wednesdays and Thursdays 4-5pm
· Dates - 25 July - 31 August (days
· specified)
· Address - Stradbroke Leisure Centre,
· Stradbroke, IP21 5JN
Contact:
Visit Everyone Active's website
Email stuartmurdy@everyoneactive.com
Phone 01449 674376
[bookmark: _Hlk138949157][bookmark: _Hlk138949112] 
Also during July we will be holding a series of free family fun days across the districts - offering everything from climbing walls to archery, face-painting to sports.  The events will be 10am to 2pm on:
· Monday 24 July at Eye Community Centre
· Tuesday 25 July at Stowmarket Recreation Ground
· Thursday 27 July at Shotley Community Centre
· Friday 28 July at East House Park, Hadleigh
· and Monday 31 July at Belle Vue Park, Sudbury

Look out for further information on social media over coming weeks and please help us spread the word within your towns and parishes.



Works get underway to install almost 30 new electric vehicle charge points in council car parks
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils are set to install 28 new electric vehicle chargers across their car park network this year, to help tackle climate change. 
Starting this week, works are getting underway to install 28 new 22kW EV charging points in several council car parks in Babergh and Mid Suffolk.
They are thanks to a £300K grant from the Office for Zero Emission Vehicles (OZEV).
Each charging point will be able to charge two vehicles at the same time, significantly improving access to chargers for local residents and visitors.
Locations have been chosen specifically to provide an off-street EV charging option for residents living nearby, who currently use on-street parking spaces. However, they will also be available for all other car park users.
Their aim is to help cut carbon emissions, reduce air pollution, and encourage greater numbers of people to shift to more environmentally sustainable modes of transport across the district.
Works, being carried out by Suffolk-based firm Anglia Car Charging, have been phased to ensure as minimal disruption as possible. They will start from this week and continue throughout this year. 
Visitors are advised to refer to specific signage in each car park for information about when works will be taking place. 
Mid Suffolk car parks due to benefit from the new chargers are: 
· Ipswich Street  
Stowmarket 
· Bury Street 
Stowmarket  
· Milton Road 
Stowmarket
· Iliffe Way  
Stowmarket
· Union Street West
Stowmarket
Cllr Tim Weller, cabinet member for environment, culture and wellbeing at Mid Suffolk District Council, said: 
“Having the right infrastructure in the right places is key in helping our communities thrive - and our car parks are no exception.
“Installing many more EV charging points in Mid Suffolk is an exciting step forward that supports greener forms of transport, helps our residents reduce carbon emissions and improves air quality.
“I look forward to seeing the chargers in use in coming months!”
The works form part of a rolling programme to install more electric vehicle charge points in Babergh and Mid Suffolk, with plans currently being drawn up for further charge points in 2024.

Districts welcome the Tour of Britain
The UK’s biggest professional cycle race, the men’s Tour of Britain, is heading to Suffolk on Thursday 7 September.  Route details are due to be announced soon, so please keep an eye on our councils’ social media pages for the latest information.

Meanwhile we are promoting a competition to design the jersey to be presented to the winner of the Suffolk stage. More information

Joint Local Plan examination
Examination hearing for our Joint Local Plan took place this week.  The virtual sessions can be viewed via the Joint Local Plan YouTube channel.  Find out more about our Joint Local Plan.

National Grid pylons consultation
National Grid has launched its latest public consultation on plans for a new high-voltage power line across East Anglia, including Mid Suffolk and Babergh. 
The Norwich to Tilbury project has previously been opposed by both councils amid significant concerns, particularly over the impact on the environment.
The public consultation events in our area are:
· Tuesday 11 July, 11am-4pm at Blackbourne Community Centre, Blackbourne Road, Elmswell.
· Wednesday 19 July, 2pm-7pm - Copdock Village Hall, Old London Road, Copdock.
There are also consultation webinars on July 5 (1-2pm), July 25 (7-8pm), August 12, 17 (both 10-11am). For more details visit the National Grid website.

Gateway14: Latest plans submitted
Plans have been submitted for a new 164,500 sq ft manufacturing and warehouse unit at Gateway 14 – the new state-of-the-art business, innovation and logistics park taking shape in Stowmarket.  More information

Mid Suffolk District Council and CARE Suffolk joint statement on solar farm application
Mid Suffolk District Council and CARE (Community Alliance for a Rural Environment) Suffolk issued a joint statement about the Bramford Green solar farm application and appeal.  More information

New Mid Suffolk Chair announces support for disability charities in Thornham Magna
Two charities in Thornham Magna will be supported by Mid Suffolk District Council’s new chairman Cllr Rowland Warboys.  More information
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