Metfield Parish Council  14/05/2024
METFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillor – Objectives 
(To be read in conjunction with Metfield Parish Council Standing orders)

The role of a Parish Councillor is voluntary. 
A Councillor is expected to attend all Parish Council meetings – in the case of Metfield this entails six scheduled meetings per year - approximately two hours per meeting, plus any additional meetings required to review planning applications outside of the scheduled timetable. A minimum of 3 working days’ notice is required for all meetings. All meeting minutes will be documented and published within 1 month of the meeting date.
The Parish Councillor will act as part of a team to support the Council’s presence within the parish. 
Councillors will be privy to the expenditure of the Parish Precept and can engage in the budgeting of these funds. An account of the expenditure will be reported at each meeting and approved by Councillors. 
Councillors will be expected to approve and adopt the annual accounts- which have been examined by the approved and adopted internal auditor-and are a reconciliation of the expenditure during the financial year.  This also includes the approval of the Governance Statement which is included in the Annual Return required by a government approved external auditor.  All this in line with the Local Accountability Act 2014 
Councillors should keep themselves informed of legislation and the legal requirements of local government and, although this information may not be used daily, they are expected to keep this information up to date to ensure the correct activity is understood when appropriate. 
Councillors are expected to review and comment on new or amended building plans within the parish. These comments are to enable the District Council Planners decide on such matters. 
When parish projects are identified a councillor or councillors may be nominated to lead that project, sometimes forming a sub-committee, to ensure the project is carried out to the benefit of the parish and its residents.  Projects may be county-wide issues. 
Councillors are expected to be the ‘eyes and ears’ of the parish – to listen to or identify issues which maybe causing concern or stress to residents and when identified notify the Clerk and Chairman.
Councillors are expected to gather information and pass back the results of issues of concern to residents where appropriate
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