		

Metfield Parish Council 08/01/24

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL,
7.30pm 13th NOVEMBER 2023

PRESENT - Mr P. Mortimer, Mr P. Schwier, Mrs C Pryce, Mr C Osborne, Mrs D Fowler, Mr B Lee-Harwood, Mr P Smith, Mr D Hall, Mr J Gadsdon, 

Clerk- Mrs L Duckett

No members of the public were present.
[bookmark: _Hlk45700798]
1.APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Councillor L Hadingham (MSDC), Councillor A Reid (SCC) (Deputising for Cllr Gould)

[bookmark: _Hlk72311906]2. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING HELD 25th SEPTEMBER 2023.
The minutes were agreed and approved.

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES –
The Suffolk Constabulary speed enforcement team have now deployed a speed camera on the B1123 at the Harleston end of the village three times. 39 offences were recorded within the first hour of deployment. There will be regular visits from the team at different days and times, which is hoped will slow traffic approaching the village.
New contractors have now been appointed for Highways maintenance, the Clerk has chased the Community Laison engineer for an update on improved signage through the village, as already requested via the Suffolk Highways reporting tool.
Fires had been seen at Withersdale Hall Farm again and reported via the Environment Agency Hotline. The fires have now stopped but there is still a lot of activity with lorries passing in and out of the farm. The situation will continue to be monitored.
Flooding on the B1123 adjacent to Withersdale Church has been reported but the response was that no remedial action was required at present. The Chair subsequently followed this up with a phone call to the Community Laison engineer, the Clerk will also follow up after the road started to flood again this week.

4. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR HADINGHAM 
[bookmark: _Hlk109119740]Cllr Hadingham’s report was circulated prior to the meeting; it can be found at the end of these minutes.
No questions were raised.

5. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR REID
No report was supplied this month.

6. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
Concern had been raised by a member of the public regarding the footpath running from Skinners Lane towards Oak Hill Farm, as the initial stretch of it did not appear to be part of the registered right of way. The Public Rights of Way team have confirmed with the Clerk that the stretch of metalled track running past Skinners Cottage is an unclassified road and part of the Suffolk Highways network, and although not marked as footpath on maps is on their records as having a footpath running across it. The Clerk has confirmation of this in writing. The individual raising the query has been informed.

A member of the Group Station 366 approached the Parish Council to request that they apply for locality funding of £2,000 on their behalf, to assist with upfront costs for the development of a production of musical theatre involving 3 local groups – Station 366, a local 1940s dance group and Swift Theatre based across Norfolk and Suffolk. After much debate the Parish Council unanimously agreed that they did not feel comfortable in channelling this funding, the reasons being many and complex, but included the following reasons:
There was insufficient clarity on breakdown of costs, funding and accountability in the information provided. By accepting the funding from Suffolk County Council, the Parish Council would be ultimately responsible (and auditable) on how it was spent, but they would have no control or visibility of the spend.
Funding had also been sought from Norfolk County Council, but it was not known how much had been requested or if the bid had been successful. This could result in excessive funding, or insufficient, and if the latter and the production failed the Parish Council could be seen to have wasted public funds.
The offer to pass on any unutilised funding to charity was considered inappropriate. Any money not spent should be returned to Suffolk County Council (as is the case for any locality funding) so it can be re-allocated within the county.
It was not understood why the funding couldn’t be applied for directly by either Station 366 or the Swift Theatre Group, as when looking at previous locality grants made it did not appear to be necessary to be granted via a Parish Council or other official body.
By definition, a locality budget is a financial provision for a fund available to a local councillor so that they may apply the funds to address a local issue in the ward or division they represent. The production was not considered an issue and was of no direct benefit to the Parish, rather it was coincidental that the applicant resides in Metfield. 
The Parish Council were unanimous in liking the idea of the production and wanting to support it but were also concerned over opening up a route for any local group to request funding in the future. The Swift Theatre group have a track record in applying for, and receiving grants from various bodies, so it would make sense for them to request the funding, as although based in Norfolk the majority of the productions would appear to take place in Suffolk.
It was not an easy or lightly made decision, which the Parish Council did agonise over at length.

7. FINANCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk129684698]i)To approve any payments due.					
Approved between meetings via email – 
3/10/23 Mr R Hewitt – grass cutting 							£264.16
16/10/23 Mr N Riseborough- grass cutting						£236.00	
16/10/23 Clerk salary Q3							            £469.00
16/10/23 HMRC Tax 								                £4.60
16/10/23 Virus protection software for laptop (annual subscription)                           £24.99
1/11/23 Mr R Hewitt – grass cutting 							 £240.00
1/11/23 Donation to Royal British Legion	                                                               £30.00
Approved at the meeting -
Microsoft software (annual subscription)						   £59.99
MSDC Lottery Licence								   £20.00
Donation to SARS									   £50.00
Donation to CAB 									   £50.00
Donation to Harleston Town Council for parking	                                                   £50.00

ii) Review of budget/spend pre precept submission					
The current spend was reviewed, including estimates of outstanding costs. The biggest variance over the year was due the exceptionally wet weather resulting in more grass cuts than usual being needed. Money could be transferred from the Cemetery budget, but the Clerk would investigate if locality funding could be applied for to cover the shortfall. There was also a potential for a small shortfall in terms of spend vs current precept of £6,250 for the current year, with it being even greater next financial year, following an increase in costs across the board. The decision on donations, their appropriateness and amounts were reviewed with this context in mind. A decision will be made on the amount required for next year’s precept at the January meeting.

iii) Outstanding donations
In previous years the Parish Council has made donations to Suffolk Accident Rescue Service (SARS) and Harleston Town Council - to ensure parking remains free. This year a further request had been received from the Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) for financial help. After discussion it was agreed that all three services could benefit residents directly and so donations would be made, but with the squeezed budget kept in mind as to their value. (Also see item 8i above).

iv)Pride in Your Place funding.
The deadline for applications for the £250 “Pride in Your Place “grant from Mid Suffolk District Council has been extended to the 30th November. So far, the only suggestions put forward had far exceeded the value of the grant, and with no spare funding available within the existing budget these couldn’t be pursued at this point in time. Councillors were asked to consider other ideas on how this money could be spent within the next few days.

8.PLANNING – TO REVIEW ANY CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS
APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/23/04355
Proposal: Erection of a single storey cart lodge with workshop.
Location: The Dairy Lodge, Fressingfield Road, Metfield, Harleston Suffolk IP20 0LL

The above planning application was discussed in detail. There was a unanimous decision of no objection to the plans. 

9. CEMETERY FENCING
Three quotations had now been received for stock fencing the new area of the cemetery –
Clarke Fencing Ltd £2,295 +VAT.
Countryside Gates and Fencing £1,902 +VAT.
Jordans Fencing £1380, revised down to £1,228 +VAT following a site visit.

It was unanimously agreed to proceed with the quotation supplied by Jordan Fencing. The Chair has arranged for the hedge line to be strimmed clear, and permission has been granted by the Edens for contractors to access the site via their headland. The work will be carried out once the ground has had opportunity to dry out a bit.

The recycled benches have now been constructed and are ready to be positioned in the spring.

10. APPOINTMENT OF A PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE ON THE METFIELD UNITED CHARITIES BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Mr Paul Smith was appointed as the new Parish Council representative on the Metfield United Charities Board of Trustees. The Chair made it clear that as Mr Smith was already on the Parish Council the two roles were considered completely separate and there was no expectation that Mr Smith would report back to the Parish Council.

11. MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Early discussions were raised about how to celebrate the 80th anniversary of D-Day on the 6th June 2024, with the lighting of the beacon expected to take place at 9.15pm. As the date coincided with National Fish and Chip Day, and promoters of the event were keen for a maritime theme, the possibility of hiring a fish and chip van for the evening would be investigated by the Clerk.


11.CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence had already been covered in the items above



The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.


DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - Monday 8th January 2024		                





MSDC Report, as supplied by Councillor Hadingham
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Help shape the future of the Babergh and Mid Suffolk districts
Our consultation continues on what matters most to our communities in order to help shape future plans. Find out more.

Flood support
Emergency council teams worked to support areas impacted by floods last week in the wake of Storm Babet, offering practical support, as well as information and advice on what to do if your home or business was affected. Find out more. 

We also paid tribute to our local heroes and the huge show of community spirit following the worst flooding for years in our districts. Find out more. 

Your new council website
Last month saw the launch of our new council website, and we are keen for your feedback on our new look. Find out more.

£1.3m boost for Babergh and Mid Suffolk communities
Town and parish councils in Babergh and Mid Suffolk received more than £1.3 million in developer contributions last month. Find out more.

Pride in Your Place – deadline extended
The deadline for applications for Mid Suffolk District Council's 'Pride in Your Place' grant has been extended.  

Towns and parishes across the district now have a further month to apply, with the deadline extended to November 30.
This will allow even more parishes to take advantage of the funding for projects to improve the appearance and cleanliness of their communities, particularly in the wake of recent storm damage across the district.

More information about the campaign and an application form can be found on the council's website.

Transport grants to better connect rural communities
A new grants scheme was agreed last month to increase community transport options, better connect local communities, and reduce emissions.  Find out more.

Suffolk councils delivering project to improve private rented housing sector
‘Safe Suffolk Renters’ is an initiative to support private sector tenants, landlords and other stakeholders. Find out more.

Councils’ set out commitment to increase EV chargers
Babergh and Mid Suffolk agreed to implement a new joint Electric Vehicle (EV) Infrastructure Implementation Plan. Find out more.

Free net zero advice for Suffolk businesses and organisations
The councils partnered with an environment charity to deliver expert energy advice to businesses. Find out more.

Have your say on polling arrangements
Councils are asking residents for feedback on polling districts and places across the county. Find out more.

How we supported families over Halloween half term
The councils staged a range of holiday activities to keep youngsters active and entertained during half term. Find out more.

Major expansion of iconic John Peel Centre hits new phase
Works to expand the John Peel Centre stepped up a gear last month, allowing it to stage even more music, events and entertainment and support Stowmarket town centre’s economic and cultural growth. Find out more.

Local children share their vision of ‘homes in future’
Eye schoolchildren shared their visions of ‘homes in future’ last month to celebrate the transformation of a former care home into affordable housing. Find out more.
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