Metfield Parish Council 17 April 2023


METFIELD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2022

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 11th April 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm.

PRESENT – Chair Mr P. Mortimer 
District Councillor Lavinia Hadingham and 9 members of the public attended
Apologies: County Councillor Peter Gould
Minutes were recorded by Mrs C Pryce

1. MINUTES - The minutes of the 2021 Annual Parish Meeting were approved and signed. 

2. PARISH COUNCIL CHAIR’S REPORT BY MR P MORTIMER.
Mr Mortimer began his report by commending the Community Café where villagers had the opportunity to socialise. The Parish Council had attended the January event to provide information and advice as required. Regular Litter picking was also organised by Mrs D Fowler, to take place at the same time as the café, to enable the team to also enjoy the refreshments. Mr Mortimer thanked the team.
The children’s play area in St John Meadow has had regular inspections by Mrs D Fowler, Mrs J Dowsett, and Mr B Dowsett. This has identified where repairs are needed. A working party of Parish Councillors spent a Saturday morning cleaning and tidying the area, and remedial tree work had been conducted across the whole meadow. Regular grass cutting had been problematic due to illness, but it was hoped this would soon be back into a regular routine, and the playground was due to be cut before Easter.
Meetings have been held to discuss the expansion of the cemetery, which included the Edens who currently farm the land, and Mr J Burton, a conservationist. The Parish Council wish to create a wildlife friendly area with seating. Hedges and trees provided by Mid Suffolk District Council as part of the Platinum Jubilee Green Canopy scheme will be planted in November. 
Planning has been dominated by Wakelyns this year with the original application being submitted in March 2021. After numerous meetings, including two on site and two at Endeavour House in Ipswich, permission was granted, with conditions, in March 2022. The conditions include a liaison Group meeting every three months involving Mid Suffolk and the three local Parish Councils to discuss management plans.
The Parish Council have kept the precept at £5,750, maintaining it at as low a level as possible.
Looking forward, the Parish Council will be holding several events to mark the Queens Platinum Jubilee, including tree planting, lighting of the village Beacon, a BBQ, Street party, Children’s card making competition and best decorated house competition. Sue Mead (Village Store manager) has been selected to be the Festival Torch bearer when it passes through Metfield.
An article from the Parish Council is now published in the Six Sense magazine every month.
Outstanding issues carried forward are the maintenance of the Gables hedge in Fressingfield Road which will be followed up on as soon as the property is sold. A site visit from the Suffolk Highways drainage team has been promised, to investigate the flooding outside of the Village Hall in Skinners Lane. 
Mr Mortimer ended his report by thanking Councillor Hadingham, the Parish Councillors and Clerk for all their help, hard work and support over the last year. He also thanked everyone for the all the support he has received, having been in post as chair for 20 years in March 2022

3. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR LAVINIA HADINGHAM 
Councillor Hadingham’s report can be found in the annex at the end of these minutes. No questions were raised.

4. ANNUAL REPORTS FROM LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Reports were provided by the following organisations:
[bookmark: _Hlk72309763]Metfield Church
Metfield United Charities
Community Stores
Allotment Association
Millennium Wood
Metfield Village Hall
The reports can be seen in the annex of these minutes.

5. QUESTIONS
It was noted that grass cutting was getting more expensive and was a major part of the Parish Council’s allocation of spend. This will be kept under review going forward.

The meeting closed at 8.05 pm





ANNEX – REPORTS AS SUPPLIED OR RECORDED 

1.Mid Suffolk District Council - Councillor Lavinia Hadingham


6. Metfield Church – as provided Revd Susan Loxton
The Parish church is now having two services a month; 2nd Sundays village service at 10.30am, and 4th Sundays Holy Communion also at 10.30am. There is also the gathering on the first Sunday of the month at 9.30am where people come together in the church, drink tea, share stories, sometimes sing a hymn and a prayer. Anyone is welcome to any of the events and services in the church.
Due to the covid pandemic we have not been able to do any fundraising but due to the generosity of people we have been able to pay our bills, but it has been a struggle. There are still people who are under the impression that the church is rich, but actually each diocese and each church has to find money for housekeeping bills, the fabric and money towards the Parish share that goes towards paying the stipend and expenses of the minister and all the legal and administration costs that are considerable. We welcome any help either by donation or supporting any fundraising events. We are very grateful to the generosity of the Metfield charity, which helps.
Please remember this is your church and we are here for you to help you celebrate good things and help you to mourn the loss of a loved one. Also, Revd Susan Loxton is happy to come and see you if you would like to talk about anything to do with faith, loss, bereavement and christenings and weddings.

2. Metfield United Charities – Mr N Rudge
Metfield Charities
Report to the Annual Parish Meeting Monday 11th April 2022
Metfield Charity Trustees run 2 Charities.
Metfield United Charites and the Townlands Educational Foundation.
The last 12 months we have held 5 meetings as we get used to meeting face to face again. All of our meetings are now held in the Village Hall. We also dealt with various other matters by email.
From MUC we gave out a total of 11 grants totalling £2,300 and from the TEF we gave 3 higher educational grants of £450 each and one contribution towards a School Trip (first for at least 2 years)
The Charities are for the benefit of all residents of Metfield who have live in the village. We can contribute financially to anyone who is suffering loss of income/ extra costs through sickness and long term Illness etc. Fuel supplies, travel costs, clothing etc. Also on the Educational side we offer small grants to anyone in further education. We have contributed specifically towards books, hand and machine tools and other extra costs of further education. (No Age Limit) we also contribute towards the cost of School trips and courses which can be very expensive.
All requests are dealt with in strict confidence. 
During the year we welcomed 2 new Trustees. Hugo Pryce and Bridget Morley and a new clerk in Gill Mortimer. 
Julie Krutysza has kindly taken on the Allotments ably assisted by Kenny Pretty, thank you to Sue Hatchman the smooth handover. 
We are conscious that there are several new residents in the village and that many existing residents do not seem to be aware of the assistance we can offer, so we have embarked on a programme of increased publicity including an article in Sixth Sense. We are also holding a Publicity stall at the Community Coffee morning on Saturday 2nd July and Leaflets promoting the event are being distributed to every household in the parish
This year we have also decided that we should recognise the Queens Platinum Jubilee and are aiming to present all the Children in the Parish with a Metfield Charities Platinum Jubilee Mug.
The final Trustee is our Treasurer Les Holden.
Thank you to all the Charity Team for your help and assistance in the last 12 months
Nicholas Rudge
Chair of the Trustees
11/04/2022

4. Community Stores – as provided by Mrs L Norris, Chair



5. Allotment Association – as provided by Mr W Brown, acting Chair




6. Millenium Wood – as provided by Mr P Twiss
Annual Report on the Metfield Millennium Woodland compiled in March 2022
The Woodland is coming to life in the spring with snowdrops, primroses, daffodils and budding bluebells all of which were donated by Metfield villagers
Some trees have been coming into bud too.
The dieback among the ash trees is becoming more apparent, but they still continue to bud up where branches are not affected with the disease.
I have cut the hedgerows myself late last year and will need a cut later in the year.
A few new fledgling trees have been planted where there is space.
The earlier trio of storm winds caused no major damage, but smaller branches cascaded down over the whole area and took a couple of sessions to clear up.
The wood is ready for visitors in 2022 with good visibility and pathways.
Peter Twiss and Janet Rusted

7. Metfield Village Hall – as provided by Mrs L McEvoy, Chair
With the past two years having been a struggle for us all, we are beyond proud that we have managed to push through against adversity to open our village bar during a global pandemic. With appropriate safety measures in place, we have been able to keep our villagers safe whilst still providing a social hub during a period where community and companionship proved more important than ever. We have supported the opening of a new community cafe, as well as a half term youth club, knit and natter, and toddler group, all seeking to provide opportunity for everyone within our community with a safe space in which they may comfortably socialise, and looking forward to the year ahead we have several key events planned, including the Village Fete in keeping with our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
We also continue to encourage anyone wishing to host gatherings or village events to contact the trustees/committee, as we are always welcome to new ideas.
Page 2 of 2
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Metfield Allotment And Leisure Gardeners


Annual Report To Parish Council


20th March 2022
Activity was again impacted by the pandemic in the past year but despite this 
we held a gathering outside the community hut for a bring and share ‘Souper 
Sunday’ event, held on the 24th October 2021. The weather was kind to us and 
the event was well attended by members and their friends and families. 
Regular maintenance work of the community orchard continues by MAALG 
volunteers, and we are particularly thankful to Peter Twiss for volunteering his 
time and effort with regard to the regular mowing and cutting of both the 
orchard and the main track through the allotments.
A memorial bench in memory of past MAALG chairman, Nigel Peacher, has now
been delivered. This was funded by Kate Peacher and will shortly be located in 
the orchard overlooking his old allotment plot. 
Our membership currently stands at 30 and is not restricted to allotment 
holders but open to anyone with an interest in gardening. We have some small 
plots on the MAALG community space available, at no charge, to anyone 
without a garden or who needs a little extra growing space.


Opportunities for getting together socially have been limited up to now but we 
hope to hold a few more events this year. We intend to hold an AGM in the 
coming months at a date yet to be fixed.
Wayne Brown
Chairperson (acting) for and on behalf of
Metfield Allotment And Leisure Gardeners





		Metfield Allotment And Leisure Gardeners

		Annual Report To Parish Council




image1.emf
Mid Suffolk  infographics 2022.pdf


Mid Suffolk infographics 2022.pdf


Health of the
Organisation


Our new Outcomes Framework has 18 long-term 
and 66 short-term outcomes aligned to our 
6 strategic priorities 


In 2021, Babergh and Mid Suffolk Councils 
were shortlisted for iESE Council of The Year 
at the iESE Public Sector Transformation 
Awards and won a bronze award. 


Over 3,450
YouTube views of 
Committee meetings.


Reducing our 
workspace
at Endeavour House to save 
£675,000 over 5 years.


120 new spaces at the Woolpit Health Centre car park.


Environment CustomersHousingWellbeing CommunitiesEconomy


In November 2021, Mid Suffolk’s Cabinet approved 
an additional £5.1 million spend to 
move at pace on our priorities.


12 new affordable homes
delivered in Green Road Woolpit







Communities


A Mid Suffolk
youth steering 
group was established 
with Year 10 pupils 
to inform our 
decision-making.


We made 170 Locality Awards amounting to £155k


We allocated nearly 


£96,300
in Community 
Restart Funding.


Nearly £400,000 worth 
of grants were given out to 
support communities in the 
first three-quarters of 2021/22.


1,880 residents
contributed their 


views to the 
developing Local 


Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plan.


Over 100,000 spectators
for the Women’s Tour 
through our districts


19 voluntary and community
sector organisations were 


supported through 
revenue grants.


The East Anglian Festival 
Network voted our 
Prima Donna Festival at 
MEAL Stowmarket the 
best festival in Suffolk.  







*figures are for both Babergh and Mid Suffolk 


Customers


of customers rate our 
online forms 5/5. 


Over 900 tenants 
responded to our digital 
survey, of which 100 needed 
our help to get online.


Residents can borrow 27 4G iPads on
3-week loans from Needham Market 
and Stowmarket libraries. 


We supported nearly 1,100 
customers at our customer 
access points. 


We implemented chatbot 
and automated telephony 


with over 
13.8k interactions. 


This is being extended to 
include Council Tax 
and Billing for 2022.


8 new members 
of staff started 
their NVQ training 
in business process 
engineering to 
improve 
service 
delivery.


We received nearly 128,000 calls
up to February 2022 and processed 
over 13,300 customer emails. 


311 residents called
us as part of the Home But Not 
Alone service.
Our website is rated 
the second best in 
Suffolk for accessibility


77% 







Economy


194 young people 
attended the 4-day 
long Careeriosity
event focusing on 
STEM and Cultural
Industries.


We won an iESE Gold Award for Public Sector 
Transformation for our Virtual High Street project 
connecting shoppers with 145 high street businesses in 
our main towns.
As part of that, by December 2021, over 800 local 
businesses had received digital skills training from Menta.


We used the Welcome Back Fund, 
to deliver 30 events across both our 
Districts with 5,670 participants
including 1,340 under age 12. 
We also introduced six new walking 
trails and provided 27 parishes in 
Mid Suffolk with litter pick packs.


1,600 businesses are members of our 
Innovation Network.


We helped


2,296
businesses in 
Mid Suffolk with 
COVID business 
grants of 


£42m.


238 visitors from across the community 
and local businesses attended the two-day 
Local Energy Showcase in October.


Gateway 14 in Stowmarket 
secured planning consent; and 
is 1 of 8 Freeports in the UK 
(as part of Freeport East).







Environment


99% of all fly tipping 
incidents were cleared 
within 48 hrs.


224 trees and 2,645 hedgerow plants delivered 
to parishes through the Tree and Hedgerow 
planting scheme.


263 trees
were given 
to celebrate 
births in 2021.


604 solar panels installed across 
Stowmarket and Stradbroke 
leisure centres generating 235.6kW


Installing 70 solar carports at Mid Suffolk 
Leisure Centre in Stowmarket


Secured funding to plant 3,000 trees
including at Needham Lake, and Greens 
Meadow in Stowmarket.


2 new locations have electric vehicle Charge 
Points, we are now securing funding for 21 more 
locations over the next 2 years.


Switched our waste fleet to 
Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil, 
cutting our fleet 
emissions by 90% 
and the council’s 
CO₂ by 25%.


Nearly 45% of our household waste is sent for reuse, recycling, or composting. 


We have nearly 
18,000 garden 
waste subscribers.


480 compost bags given 
away at our community 
event in Needham Market.


3 acres of land acquired 
at Wash Lane Great Finborough 
to support biodiversity.







Housing


Babergh & Mid Suffolk housing solutions 
team was highly commended at the 
2021 MJ awards for their work with 
communities.


10 air source heat pumps were installed in 
council stock at Stradbroke, Framsden, Tostock, 
Worlingham, Occold, Walsham le Willows and Stowmarket


£403k across both districts awarded via the
Rough Sleeper Initiative Funding, providing 
16 dedicated beds for rough sleepers.


109 residents were prevented from 
becoming homeless between April and December 2021.


97 residents with disabilities were 
supported with minor adaptations in their 
homes and 7 with major works.


Nearly 3,800 tenants receive ‘My Home Email 
Bulletin’ giving them information on repair services, 
fire safety, and damp and mould prevention.


108 housing specific
planning applications


were approved by 
December 2021, delivering 


926 new homes.


15 affordable homes
were built or acquired by  
Mid Suffolk District Council
between April and December 2021


Land purchased at 
De Saumarez Drive 
Barham to delivery
20 affordable and 
market homes
through Mid Suffolk 
Growth.


70 tenants took part in ‘Sounding Board’ 
engagement activities helping to develop 
housing policy over Summer 2021.


3 new council homes were built 
on the former HQ site and 5 new 
market homes.


3312 council homes in 
Mid Suffolk had solar panels 
installed up to December 2021.







Wellbeing


We provided 10 free activities
over Christmas for children 
eligible for free school meals.


120 residents
attended outdoor fitness 
sessions in our parks 
between April and 
October 2021.


We are working with our Clinical
Commissioning Groups and 8 schools
in Mid Suffolk on a two-year jointly 
funded project to address inactivity. 


28 residents improved their health 
through the Outreach programme with Active 
Suffolk in Eye. Half of these improved their 
mental health and reduced BMI.


200 children 
& families
attended adventure days
and family cooking 
schools during the 
school holidays at 
Stowmarket and Eye.


5 families
attended the weekly Chill, 


Chat and Play sessions held at 
Stowmarket and Needham Market.


9 schools took part in the 
3-year Active School Programme,
increasing active travel by 19.5%


35 residents
attended the final concert 
of the Sinfonia Viva 
Orchestra Dementia Music 
Project in Stowmarket.










image2.emf
Report to PC AGM  2022.pdf


Report to PC AGM 2022.pdf


3 April 2022 


Report to Annual Parish Meeting from METFIELD STORES cic – Mrs L Norris (Chair) 


And the good news is… Metfield Stores is still open, well stocked and has a special place in the 
heart of our village community. We managed to serve customers throughout one of the most 
difficult periods of trading since its doors opened and, indeed, turnover even increased during 
that time. All involved deserve a big pat on the back! 



End-of-year trading figures are not yet available but, with prudent stock control and good financial 
management, we are confident of being able to report a stable year of accounts. Looking ahead, 
there are obviously many uncertainties about supplies and pricing as we meet unprecedented 
circumstances beyond our control.  We will continue to review and adapt carefully, to ensure we 
can continue to serve the community.



Six new Directors were appointed to the Board during the course of this year. Chris Osborne 
continued as Acting Chair until the end of the year with assistance from Bridget Morley.



As the year progressed and the new Board Members settled in, Susan Chambers and Bridget 
Morley stepped down. 



In December 2021, I became Chair of the Board, supported by a great team of multi-skilled and 
supportive Directors and, in February, as Chris bowed out after many years on the Board (keeping 
us all safe despite the challenges of Covid and lockdowns), we welcomed Peter Haynes, who 
added his H&S expertise to the skill set. 



There are now four Directors who are also shop Volunteers: Jan Rusted, Amanda Illing, Peter 
Haynes and me. Apart from being an enjoyable activity, we find it very useful to have experience 
at the customer end of the shop as it helps us to understand the everyday challenges that Sue 
and her team face. Areas covered by individual Directors include: Company Secretary (Caroline), 
HR (Amanda, Margaret), Finance (Caroline), Volunteers (Margaret, Linda), Publicity and website 
(Linda), Health & Safety (Peter), Repairs & Maintenance (Linda). 



We have an excellent relationship with our wonderful Manager Sue and, as everyone already 
knows, she is ‘one in a million’ and very much valued by Metfield Stores and the wider 
community. I would like to thank her on behalf of my Board colleagues, the Volunteers and the 
customers for all that she does – willingly, efficiently and always with a smile! How lucky we are!



We also thank all the Volunteers who have helped Sue to keep the shop open and safe and well 
stocked throughout the past two difficult years. They are the lifeblood of the shop and we cannot 
survive without them.



Our AGM will go ahead this year at the end of May, Covid permitting. We would encourage you all 
to come along and meet the Board and other Volunteers and stay on afterwards as the Bar will be 
open at 7pm. All Co-operative Members have the right to vote..



 


Linda Norris 
Chair


 


METFIELD STORES Co-operative cic 
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