		Metfield Parish Council 11/11/24

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL,
7.30pm 9th September 2024. 

PRESENT - Mr P. Mortimer, Mr P. Schwier, Mrs C Pryce, Mr C Osborne, Mr P Smith, Mrs D Fowler, Mr J Gadsdon, Mr B Lee-Harwood, Cllr Hadingham (MSDC)

Clerk- Mrs L Duckett

One member of the public was present.
[bookmark: _Hlk45700798]
1.APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - Mr D Hall, Cllr Reid (SCC)

[bookmark: _Hlk72311906]2. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETINGS HELD 8h JULY 2024.
The minutes were agreed and approved.

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES –
Waste continues to be delivered to Withersdale Hall Farm, the Environment Agency are now waiting on a date for prosecution. 
Suffolk County Council have cut the grass on footpath running from Fressingfield Road to the back of Nut Tree Farm, and the hedge on the boundary with the Old Post Office has also been cut back. The plot of land is now up for auction again.
A date has been set for the Police Commissioner to give a presentation in Metfield, 26th November. Other local Parish Councils have been invited. The event will be advertised more widely nearer the time.
The broken area of the wood surround of the swings in the playground has now been fixed.

4. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR HADINGHAM (as provided)
[bookmark: _Hlk176853539][bookmark: _Hlk109119740]The MSDC monthly report was circulated prior to the meeting and can be found at the end of these minutes. Concern was raised that all effort and funding appears to be centred around Stowmarket, which was rarely visited by those living in the Metfield area. Cllr Hadingham confirmed that this point had already been raised elsewhere, and that she supported the view that Stowmarket was not considered “the beacon of Mid Suffolk” in the north of the district. She would ensure that this was fed back.

5. REPORT FROM SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL (as provided)
The SCC monthly report was circulated prior to the meeting and can be found at the end of these minutes. There was no representation from the County Council, Cllr Reid having sent his apologies.
The vacancy of local County Councillor was now being advertised, with the election scheduled for 10th October 2024.

6. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
No matters were raised.

7. FINANCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk129684698]i)Payments approved between meetings.								
Suffolk Garden Services, grass cutting  £150 x 4
The Clerk has requested the grass cutting schedule be dropped to every three weeks now that growth was slowing down. It was suggested that as the payments were regular and fixed, the Parish Council would approve all in advance for the rest of the financial year, so the Clerk could pay without seeking further approval each time. This was unanimously agreed/approved. The Clerk will only seek further approval if the payment varies, or there is concern regarding the budget. It was also agreed that should the budget be used up funds could be transferred from the cemetery account at the end of the financial year to cover any deficit.
The Clerk also reported that she had asked a funeral director for some comparison prices for cemetery fees and that Metfield was significantly cheaper. She would collect more comparative prices to assist with a review the fees at the November meeting.

ii)Payments approved at the meeting
P Mortimer – reimbursement for wood to repair the swing surround at the playground, £29.47

8.PLANNING – TO REVIEW ANY CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS

DC/24/02132 Proposal: Householder Application - Erection of single storey side extension. Location: Millfield Cottage, Old Mill Lane, Metfield, Harleston Suffolk IP20 0JZ
This application has been approved.

DC/24/03486 Householder Application - Erection of two storey side extension (following demolition of existing side extension). - Hattens Farm Fressingfield Road Metfield Harleston Suffolk IP20 0LL
The applicant presented the plans to the Parish Council and explained that since submitting the plans, Heritage had become involved, and they were now waiting for a structural engineer to inspect the building to see if any of it could be saved, rather than demolishing completely and rebuilding.
The Parish Council had no objections to the application.
.

9. PLAY AREA REPORT
Mrs Fowler reported three issues following her most recent inspection of the playground. One of the supports for the balancing log has broken off at the ground, and one of the uprights of the fort is showing signs of rot. A bolt on one the larger swing seats has worked its way loose.
Mr Mortimer volunteered to inspect – following an inspection after the meeting the balancing log has been removed for repair and the swing seats have had collars added and the bolts tightened. The upright for the fort is showing rot but is not considered to be dangerous at this point in time. The upright will be replaced as soon as possible.
The Clerk had been asked to seek quotes for additional bark for under the swings following Cllr Hadingham’s offer of funding. Research had shown that rubber chippings could be used instead which would be more durable and less likely to become compacted. They could be laid directly on top of the bark. After some discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would obtain some samples of the chippings (which are available in various colours) before the next meeting, and that the whole wooden surround would be inspected prior to any further material being laid.

11.BABERGH AND MID SUFFOLK JOINT LOCAL PLAN PART 2 DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL SCOPING REPORT AND THE PROPOSED APPROACH TO THE STRATEGIC HOUSING LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION
Councillors queried why areas previously identified for possible development were now no longer included. It was believed that re-submission had been required and that only one landowner had completed the paperwork required. The Clerk would check that this was the case.


10. MATTER RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
 Mr Schwier wanted to publicly thank the litter pickers who, in his view, were heros. There has been an increase in rubbish being dumped along Christmas Lane, in ditches and on the old airfield, some of it considered hazardous. Mrs Fowler said she had photographed it and would be reporting it to Suffolk County Council.
Mr Smith reported that Metfield Stores had severely felt the impact of the recent road closures. They would be putting up additional signs in the hope of attracting more customers.


11.CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk had received the following notification: 
		
On 19 March 2024, all GB administrations announced new measures to better protect birds from the risk of an Avian Influenza outbreak.
There is now a new requirement for all bird keepers, regardless of how many birds you keep, to register by the required deadline.
Previously only those who kept 50 or more poultry had to do so, which limited the effectiveness of our national disease control measures.
Even if you keep a few birds for eggs, meat or as pets, alongside your livestock – we need to know about you.
All bird keepers must register on the:
	· Kept Bird Register by the 01 October 2024 in England and Wales


Registering is quick and easy and takes less than 10 minutes using the online process.
Keepers of Psittaciformes (such as parrots, cockatiels and budgerigars) and Passeriformes (such as jays and finches) do not need to register if these birds are housed on the premises fully within a dwelling or within a bird house with no access to open air or outdoor spaces.
Registering will ensure you receive important updates relevant to you, such as on any local avian disease outbreaks and information on biosecurity rules to help protect your birds.
By registering you will also help APHA manage potential disease outbreaks, such as Avian Influenza and Newcastle Disease, and limit any spread, by identifying keepers in disease control zones and carrying out more effective surveillance. Zones can be lifted at the earliest opportunity and trade can resume more quickly following an outbreak of avian disease in Great Britain.





The notification has been shared with the local Parish magazine – Six Sense.





The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.


DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - Monday 11th November 2024














MSDC Report – as provided 
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Businesses to be recognised as Innovation Awards return for 2024
Businesses across the districts are set to be recognised for their fresh thinking and new ideas, as Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils’ Innovation Awards return this autumn.
Former council offices to go on the market to save town centre regeneration plans
Mid Suffolk District Council’s former offices in Needham Market are to go on the market in order to deliver the regeneration plans and funds for reinvestment back into council housing.
Mid Suffolk councillor Austin Davies resigns
A by-election is set to take place in the Thurston ward on 24 September.
Ground-breaking ceremony at Gateway 14 for eco-friendly Bauder
The latest development at state-of-the-art business, innovation and logistics park is under way. 
Work to start on new sports facilities in Stowmarket
Work starts this week on the first part of a multi-million pound investment in exciting new sports facilities in Stowmarket
Councils’ objection to National Grid’s Norwich to Tilbury pylon proposals
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have now published their full response to National Grid’s Norwich to Tilbury consultation.
Babergh and Mid Suffolk join bid to boost local tourism
Suffolk Public Sectors Leaders group – which includes Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils – has agreed to a five-year funding programme to help enhance tourism across the region.
Councils to host Call for land summit in September
Councils are putting landowners in touch with organisations that can help them improve their land for wildlife and nature.
Districts to benefit from new electric vehicle scheme
Residents in Babergh and Mid Suffolk are set to benefit from a new electric vehicle initiative.
Solar Together launches in Suffolk - offering residents affordable renewable energy sources
Suffolk residents will boost local renewable energy generation, cut carbon emissions, and save on energy bills with a community-led solar panel initiative. 


BABERGH AND MID SUFFOLK DISTRICT COUNCILS’ MEDIA RELEASE
  
New collections herald ‘recycling revolution’ for households
  
 
Residents in Babergh and Mid Suffolk will not only see the introduction of new weekly food waste collections from 2026, but could also enjoy a ‘recycling revolution’ under new plans.
 
Cabinets at both Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils are considering proposals to enable residents to recycle more items in their household recycling bin from 2026 to meet new government legislation.
 
Glass and cartons such as Tetra Pak – which currently have to be taken to Suffolk’s recycling centres and bottle banks - would be included. Plastic film would be incorporated from 2027.
 
Reports going before councillors show the additional recycling changes, combined with weekly food waste collections, would have a significant impact on recycling rates, allowing over 58% of the waste that residents currently have to put in their black rubbish bin to be recycled instead.
 
A separate bin, box or bag would be provided for paper and cardboard. This separation, known in the waste industry as ‘twin-stream collections’, would ensure this isn’t affected by other items in the bin, improving its recycling value and quality. 
 
The proposals build on already approved plans to introduce brand new weekly food waste collections in 2026.
 
Unusable or expired items that residents would be able to put in their food waste bin, include:
leftovers
meat, fish, and bones
tea bags and coffee grounds
bread, pasta and rice
eggshells and dairy products 
fruit and veg peelings 
 
This reduced amount of general rubbish, in particular food items which are most likely to cause bins to smell, means the councils can also explore moving to more cost-effective three-weekly rubbish bin collections from 2026. 
 
However, the councils’ waste team would be sympathetic to those with exceptional needs on a case-by-case basis, such as those with larger families, with medical needs or without available space for the new bins.
 
Cllr Tim Weller, cabinet member for environment, culture, and wellbeing at Mid Suffolk District Council, said:
 
“We understand change can be unsettling, but I also know that most of us would like to see as much of our waste as possible recycled, instead of incinerated.
 
“This improved service, including the additional weekly food collections, give us the opportunity to reduce our waste, improve recycling habits, and play a bigger part in the circular economy across Suffolk.
 
“The additional opportunities for everyone to recycle more also means general waste bins will simply not fill up as quickly, meaning we can also review these collections to ensure we’re getting the best value for council taxpayers.
 
“Any changes will take place around the same time and will be communicated clearly to minimise disruption as much as possible.”
 
Cllr Deborah Saw, cabinet member for people and place at Babergh District Council, said:
 
“This is a once in a generation opportunity to improve our recycling habits.  
 
“Increasing the amount of rubbish that can be recycled by over half really would be a recycling revolution. This is the first major change since we first started separating recyclables over 20 years ago.
 
“We know that change on this scale will not be without challenges for some households, but we will work with anyone with exceptional needs on a case-by-case basis, to ensure we are adopting this government legislation in a way that works best for Babergh and its communities. For example, our waste officers already consider circumstances such as medical needs and addressing the needs of larger families, among others.”
 
All local authorities in Suffolk, as part of the Suffolk Waste Partnership, are reviewing their waste and recycling services to ensure they meet new nationwide ‘Simpler Recycling’ requirements by 31 March 2026. The legislation aims to make items collected for recycling consistent across England and Wales and improve national recycling rates which have not increased for some years.
 
Any changes to collections will be explained to residents as part of a Suffolk-wide communications campaign nearer to the 2026 rollout.
  









SCC Report – as provided.

SCC NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2024
Major scrapyard fire likely sparked by discarded battery, investigators conclude
The fire at Sackers in Gipping Road, Great Blakenham, on Thursday, August 8, resulted in a major response by Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service. The fire at Sackers saw 14 appliances and more than 80 firefighters deployed to deal with it. 
It was brought under control late on Thursday and Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service subsequently launched an investigation into the cause.
This has established that the most likely cause was a battery which had made its way into a pile of scrap metal.
If batteries, or electricals containing batteries, are not properly separated they can end up being crushed in the waste and recycling process.
When punctured they can self-combust, setting fire to any surrounding dry and flammable waste and recycling.
At the height of the Sackers fire there were a total of 14 fire engines - around 80 firefighters at the scene, which included appliances from Essex and Norfolk.
Local residents and businesses were advised to keep doors and windows closed for nearly 24 hours as a massive smoke plume, which could be seen for miles, rose above the site.
Trains were also severely affected as rail services from Ipswich to Norwich, Cambridge and Ely were cancelled owing to the potential danger from the fire to the adjacent railway track.
The National Fire Chiefs Council (NFCC) said in May that lithium-ion batteries thrown in household rubbish bins had led to more than 1,200 fires in the UK waste system in the last 12 months, compared to 700 in 2022.
In June last year operations were disrupted at Haverhill waste transfer station in Homefield Road after fire broke out amongst 50 tonnes of rubbish and which is thought to have been caused by a battery.
Waste batteries and electrical items should never be thrown into household waste.
Instead, they can be recycled at any of Suffolk’s 11 Recycling Centres, as well as other local recycling banks. Many supermarkets also accept them.
Electricals containing batteries that tend to be discarded the most are smaller, frequently used and often cheaper electricals like toothbrushes, shavers, chargers, and toys.
More information can be found at the Suffolk Waste Partnership website https://suffolkrecycling.org.uk/
Council formally objects the latest Sea Link plans
Suffolk County Council has formally objected to National Grid’s Sea Link project, because of proposals for the building of a new bridge and for construction work to take place on Sundays and Bank Holidays.
The scale of a new permanent access bridge across the River Fromus is deemed hugely disproportionate. Plans show that it could be up to six metres in height with a span of over 150 metres, including embankment.
Updated plans from National Grid also revealed that core working hours are being proposed to include 7am to 5pm on Sundays and Bank Holidays.
In response to Sea Link’s latest public consultation which has just closed, the council has submitted a 29-page document outlining these and a variety of other potential impacts, that the scheme would have on local communities and the environment.
In its response, the council adds that roads will be subject to construction traffic seven days a week. This provides no relief for locals or visitors who want to enjoy the Suffolk Coasts and Heaths National Landscape, and will disrupt local amenities and tourism.
National Grid expects to submit its application for development consent in early 2025.
Suffolk residents will be able to access electric vehicles on a short-term basis, from next summer
A trial of electric community vehicles is set to launch next summer in Suffolk, with the tender process beginning this autumn.
Plug In Suffolk Car Clubs will be placing sixteen electric vehicles across eight locations in Suffolk which local residents can book by the minute, hour or day. Planned locations include Ipswich, Bury St Edmunds, Newmarket, Sudbury, Needham Market, Stowmarket, Lowestoft and Woodbridge.
Members of the public interested in this project are urged to sign up to the mailing list to receive updates as the project progresses - Plug in Suffolk Car Clubs - Mailing List.
Car Clubs have already offered people in other parts of the UK access to local, low-emission vehicles without the expense of owning one. Local communities in these areas have already experienced many benefits including improved air quality, reduced congestion and increased mobility for those without access to their own car.
Current providers remain reluctant to fully fund electric community vehicles in rural and semi-rural areas like Suffolk as they do not yet have the real-world data to support the usage.
The project is funded by Suffolk’s public sector organisations, helping deliver on two of the Suffolk Climate Emergency Plan’s goals; a reduced number of cars on the road and an increased proportion of vehicles on the road that are low or zero emission. Additional charge point funding is being provided by the Department for Transport’s On Street Residential ChargePoint Scheme (ORCS).
Rogue Suffolk builder who conned thousands of pounds from customers is sentenced
A rogue Suffolk builder who conned customers by taking deposits worth over £17,000 for work that was never carried out has been sentenced following a prosecution by Suffolk Trading Standards.
Jack Doran repeatedly fobbed off complaints with excuses as to why work was not being done.
Doran, 40, traded as JD Roofing and General Building Ltd of Manor Road, Felixstowe, but his home address is in Harlow, Essex.
At Ipswich Crown Court on Monday August 12 he was given six months suspended sentence, suspended for 18 months by Judge David Wilson.
This was reduced from nine months due to an early plea.
Doran was also ordered to complete 240 hours of unpaid work over the next 18 month, ordered to attend a rehabilitation course to avoid future offending, and told to pay £2,500 compensation, to be split £500 per consumer and paid at £100 month starting from October 1.
He was disqualified as a director for five years.
Doran had previously admitted defrauding customers by taking 50% deposits and additional payments for roofing services and materials not provided, and dishonestly incurring debts in the course of trade, both contrary to the Companies Act 2006.
Suffolk Trading Standards was first contacted about him in April 2022 where a customer from Felixstowe complained they had paid £5,900 for work to replace a roof but which had not been carried out.
In August 2022 a second complaint was received where a customer in Felixstowe paid just over £4,000 for work that never happened.
Neighbours of the first complainant were then identified as further victims.
They paid £1,200 deposit in advance but no work at all was carried out on their property and no scaffolding installed.
All victims received invoices or estimates at the beginning of contracts that stipulated 50% deposits up front, all payable to a bank account in the name of JD Roofing & General Building Ltd.
During the contracts, and despite work not proceeding, at least two of the victims were talked into making further payments under pressure that the business was struggling financially and without further payments the work could not continue.
One paid £1,247 and then another £150 was requested. A second victim paid a further payment of £750 after initially paying £1,440.
Anyone who believes they are a victim of a rogue trader or are concerned that a neighbour or family member may be, please report it to Trading Standards via 0808 223 1133.
To find a trader that you can trust, consult the Suffolk Trusted Trader directory and choose with confidence: trustedtrader.team/Suffolk/
Solar Together launches in Suffolk
Residents of Suffolk can come together to invest in renewable energy sources through a group-buying scheme for solar panels and battery storage. Solar Together Suffolk helps homeowners feel confident that they are paying the right price for a high-quality installation from qualified installers.
Suffolk residents can join the group-buying scheme, which offers solar panels with optional battery storage and EV charge points, as well as retrofit battery storage for residents who have already invested in solar panels and are looking to get more from the renewable energy they generate. The scheme allows homeowners to increase their independence from the national grid.
It’s free to register here, and there is no obligation to go ahead with an installation. Suffolk’s councils are working in partnership with iChoosr, experts in sustainable energy transition, to make the transition to clean energy as cost-effective and hassle-free as possible.
How does it work?
· Householders can register online to become part of the group for free and without obligation at solartogether.co.uk/suffolk

· Approved UK solar PV suppliers participate in a reverse auction. They are able to offer competitive pricing as the volume and geographic concentration makes it possible for them to realise greater efficiencies, which they pass on with lower prices for installations.

· After the auction, registered households will be emailed a personal recommendation which is specific to the details they submitted in their registration.

· If they choose to accept their recommendation, the specifics of their installation will be confirmed with a technical survey after which a date can be set for the installation of their solar PV system.

· Telephone and email helpdesks are on-hand throughout the whole process which, together with information sessions, will allow households to make an informed decision in a safe and hassle-free environment.
iChoosr has been collaborating with UK councils since 2015 on its Solar Together scheme, aiming to accelerate the energy transition nationwide. The initiative aims to encourage residents to partake in the collective purchase of solar PV and battery storage systems. To date, Solar Together has installed 13,750 solar panels in Suffolk, reducing carbon emissions by 27,100 tonnes over 25 years – equivalent to 15,000 cars off the road in that time!
iChoosr’s schemes have been delivered in partnership with local authorities in five countries. More than 180 schemes have led to 178,000 residents installing solar PV systems.
Small improvements needed as children’s services’ Ofsted report published
Ofsted has published its report into Suffolk County Council’s children’s services. The report rated the service as ‘requires improvement to be good’.
The ILACS (Inspection of Local Authority Children’s Services) report conveys a mixed picture across Suffolk. Importantly, inspectors concluded that children’s safeguarding is strong and that the experiences and progress of children in care were good. They also reported that ‘children in care thrive’.
However, they highlighted weakness in some of the processes and systems in place. These included inconsistences with the way first contact with children and young people is processed, and the quality and support to children aged 16 and 17 who present as homeless. It also found inconsistences in the level of understanding that care leavers have about the range of support available to them.
The report outlined seven points for improvement, which have either been implemented already through small amends to systems or processes, or are in progress.
The inspection looked at four areas; the impact of leaders on social work practice with children and families; the experiences and progress of children who need help and protection; the experiences and progress of children in care; and the experiences and progress of care leavers. Although the majority of the report is positive, three of these were graded as ‘requires improvement to be good’. The experience and progress of children in care was ‘good’.
Following publication of the report, an action plan will be sent to Ofsted by the end of September and a partnership board will be set up to oversee improvements. The council will also carry out a quality assurance review of systems and processes.
You can read the report here.
New era for Lowestoft as Gull Wing opens
Lowestoft’s Gull Wing bridge opened to the public with a community walkabout on the bridge on Saturday 7th September, heralding a new era of connectivity and regeneration for the town.
The new bridge, which was built on behalf of Suffolk County Council by leading civil engineering contractor Farrans, represents a significant step forward for Lowestoft and promises to bring both immediate and long-term benefits to the town, its businesses and residents.
It not only addresses longstanding issues with traffic congestion but will also act as a catalyst for economic growth, attracting new investment and positioning Lowestoft as a dynamic and forward-looking commercial centre and community.
By providing another route over Lake Lothing, the Gull Wing bridge will significantly ease traffic congestion in the town centre, shortening journey times and improving journey reliability. Modern cycle and pedestrian facilities on either side will encourage more sustainable modes of transport and better connect communities on the north and south of the waterway.
The bridge is expected to attract new businesses and trade to the area, create new job opportunities, and to streamline logistics and transportation, laying the foundation for continued growth in the town and surrounding area for many decades to come.
The Gull Wing's bascule span being installed (CHPV Offshore Film & Photography)
To celebrate this important milestone for Lowestoft, members of the public were invited to experience the Gull Wing before it opened to traffic. From 9am to 11:30am on Saturday 7th September, the bridge opened exclusively to pedestrians, allowing the public to experience the unique scale and design of the bridge up close, as well as grab a selfie and check out the views, without any traffic.
From noon, the bridge opened to vehicles as well, with vintage Lowestoft buses from the East Anglian Transport Museum leading the way.
A rolling road closure came into effect on the morning of Sunday 8th September, as the Tour of Britain crossed the Gull Wing during their preliminary ride-out ahead of the final stage between Lowestoft and Felixstowe.
The formal civic opening and naming ceremony for the bridge is set to take place on Tuesday 19th November. Additional details will be provided closer to the date.


Andrew Reid
County Councillor
Tel: 07545 423799
Email: andrew.reid@suffolk.gov.uk
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