		Metfield Parish Council 18/07/22
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL,
7.30pm 23rd May 2022. 

PRESENT - Mr P. Mortimer, Mr P. Schwier, Mrs C Pryce Mr P Smith, Dr C Osborne, Mrs D Fowler, Mr T Godbold, Mr P Twiss 

Clerk- Mrs L Duckett

1. APOLOGIES   Mrs J Dowsett

2.TO REVIEW GRASS CUTTER VACANCY APPLICATIONS
A single application had been received from Mr R Hewitt. It was agreed that he should be offered the position of the basis of a 3mth trial, to enable the Parish Council to assess how long it was taking him and so establish the frequency of cuts required relating to available budget, but also to give him the opportunity to see if he was happy to continue, if his mower was up to the job etc. The Clerk would contact him with the details of the offer.

3.TO REVIEW CIL APPLICATION (IF FUNDING SECURED)
Councillor Hadingham had confirmed that locality funding could be used in conjunction with CIL grants, but as part of her enquiry had been told by the Grants Officer at MSDC that there may be other options, such as Capital grants available to the Parish Council. The Clerk had tried to speak to the Grants Officer but had failed to get hold of him. She was now waiting for an email response. In the meantime, Councillor Hadingham had advised that the Parish Council proceed with the CIL application, and the Clerk had contacted the CIL team. An email was received the morning after the meeting from the CIL team including an official application form which the Clerk will now complete to request funding for new play equipment, goal posts and a new hydraulic gate.

4. VILLAGE SIGN CLEAN UP
Mrs Fowler and Mr Smith had spoken to Gordon Lindsay regarding the wording and position of his proposed plaque to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – this is now unlikely to go ahead. During the conversation it was suggested that the village sign needed cleaning. This will be carried out by Mr Smith and Dr Osborne.

5. APPROVAL OF COMPETITION PRIZES
Card Competition. 
[bookmark: _Hlk104282000]The winners of the card making competition will each be presented with a Commemorative coin and box of sweets. They will also be asked to assist with the tree planting on St Johns Meadow on 2nd June. All entrants will be given a Jubilee pencil, and the cards will be put on display in the village hall for the Street party. They will then all be sent to the Queen.
The Clerk will ask Eve Peck if she will be willing to judge the competition.
Decorated House Competition
The winner of the Decorated House competition will be presented with a £25 voucher for Metfield Village Stores. The Clerk will arrange the voucher and contact the Chair of Mendham Parish Council, Mr Dennis Pye, to see if he would be willing to act as judge. Mr Mortimer will ask Mrs Wareham to be official photographer.

[bookmark: _Hlk104281586]6. CONFIRMATION OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2nd JUNE
Mr Mortimer will mount the plaques for the tree planting ceremony in advance but will keep them covered until the tree is planted. He will liaise with Mr Krutysza regarding the hole preparation and tree. Winners of the card making competition will be contacted once judging is complete, to assist with the planting.
 Mr Mortimer has everything ordered for the BBQ at Nut Tree Farm (the Clerk has offered to collect the rolls on the Thursday morning). Help may be required for setup for the evening event – Mrs Pryce to confirm. Mr Mortimer and Mr Schwier will prepare the Beacon.

7. CONFIRMATION OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR 5th JUNE
Road closure has been approved by Suffolk Highways, but the signs have not been delivered yet. Skinners Lane will be closed from approximately 10am to 6pm. Bunting, tables and chairs, tablecloths and table decorations will all need to be put out from 10am onwards – all Parish Councillors are asked to make themselves available to help setup and tidy away at the end of the day. Presentation of prizes and handing out of Commemorative mugs for children will take place during the event.
The Village Hall will be available to hold the event indoors if the weather is poor. 

8. MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Concern was raised over the possibility of a new building plot being created in the grounds of The Lilacs – planning permission was never sought for the new access point created. This will be considered if planning permission is sought in the future.

9 AOB
The Village Hall committee will be asked to decorate the Village Hall for Thursday 26th May, when the Festival Torch passes through the village and stops at the village hall for photos.

Approval was granted for the following payments

Revised quote for BHIB Parish Council Insurance 				£325.19
Mr R Mortimer – Fuel costs for cutting play area and cemetery		£25.00
Mrs L Duckett – reimbursement for print cartridges				£35.90



Meeting closed at 8.30pm
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