		Metfield Parish Council 21/03/22
NOTES FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TO DISCUSS THE CEMETERY EXPANSION, VILLAGE HALL, METFIELD
7.30pm, 28th FEBRUARY 2022. 

PRESENT - Mr P. Mortimer, Mr P. Twiss, Mr P. Schwier, Mrs J Dowsett
Mrs D. Fowler, Mrs C Pryce, Mr P Smith, Mr T Eden, Mr J Burton

Clerk- Mrs L Duckett
[bookmark: _Hlk45700798]
SUMMARY
Progress from the last meeting was first discussed:
· The main gate has been inspected. The gravel driveway is still to be restored by Mr Mortimer and Mr Schwier.
· A tree surgeon will need to be found to coppice the conifers as Mr P Godbold is no longer professionally registered, so not covered by insurance.
· The Clerk confirmed that hedging and trees will be supplied free of charge by Mid Suffolk District Council. These will be available from November 2022. Accurate measurements of the hedge line and number trees/species identified will need to be sent to the Council as soon as agreed, along with a planting plan of where the trees will be sited.
· Mid Suffolk District Council will provide stakes and biodegradable tree guards, free of charge, with the hedging plants and trees.


Further discussion followed:
· It was agreed that Mr Mortimer and Mr Schwier would meet with Mr Eden at an agreed time and date to establish where the boundary line should be. This would be identified by stakes with sheep netting, providing stock proofing if livestock were to be introduced on the Eden’s land later. It would also prevent members of the public straying onto their land and protect the newly planted hedge. The land will be fenced over the coming months – before the supply of hedging in November.
· The land will be left as it is without further cultivation. Mr Eden offered to top cut it until it was fenced. It was suggested that to keep maintenance costs down it would be top cut once or twice a year but have mown paths to enable the public to walk around it easily and demonstrate that it was being maintained.
· Mr Eden offered to clean out the pond, which will remain in his ownership, but be easily visible from the new area. The pond currently only has water in it in the winter.
· Hedging plants will be as provided, but on the suggestion of Mr Burton, bullace and sloe will also be requested. Trees will be planted in groups in the corners and interspersed every 10-20m in the hedge, some hedging plants within the hedge may also be allowed to grow to tree size. Suggestions of tree species to be included were Rowan, Crab Apple, Damson, Cherry, Field Maple, Silver Birch, Holly, Oak, Alder. These species can be requested from Mid Suffolk but advice from Mr Krutysza of Hattons Farm Nurseries would be sought first, as to which will grow best. It was also suggested that members of the public might like to sponsor a tree.
· The hedge on the existing cemetery will not be broken until the planting takes place later in the year.
· The Clerk will obtain quotes for a protective mesh driveway to be established over the existing grass, rather than introducing a new area of gravel.
· The Clerk will confirm that the land is already registered to the Parish Council with Land Registry, and that no further action is required.

· Mrs Brennan will be informed of current plans and progress to comment on, following her generous donation to the scheme.
· Mr Burton suggested further measures to encourage wildlife could be incorporated such as nest boxes, bee/insect houses, log piles etc. These ideas were welcomed and will be followed up on once the area has been fenced/hedged. The Parish Council were keen to get the community involved with implementing these ideas.



Meeting closed at 8.20pm
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