		Metfield Parish Council 21/03/22

NOTES FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TO DISCUSS THE CEMETERY EXPANSION, VILLAGE HALL, METFIELD
7.30pm, 8th FEBRUARY 2022.

PRESENT - Mr P. Mortimer, Mr P. Twiss, Mr P. Schwier, Mrs J Dowsett
Mrs D. Fowler, Mr C Osborne, Mrs C Pryce, Mr J Burton

Clerk- Mrs L Duckett

[bookmark: _Hlk45700798]APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - Mr P Smith, Mr T Eden, Mr T Godbold

SUMMARY
Work required to the existing cemetery was first discussed:
· The main gate will be repaired, and the gravel driveway restored by Mr Mortimer and Mr Schwier
· Mr Burton advised leaving the stumps on the western boundary in situ, as they are an asset for wildlife. A new hedge will be planted between them, to be maintained at waist height. Biodegradable tree guards will be used instead of replacing the rabbit fencing.
· The leaning oak on the western boundary will be coppiced
· A composting area and incinerator will replace the existing bonfire. Signage is required to encourage visitors to take their litter home, and to avoid the use of plastic flowers. Mr Mortimer will speak to the family regarding the large pots currently left on a grave.
· The conifers at the front of the cemetery will be coppiced, but not removed

Discussion then moved on to the new area of ground:
· A gateway of approx. 12ft will be cut in the existing hedge to provide access to the new area from the old. This will be fenced off when not in use until all work is completed
· A new driveway will need to be created but this will be constructed of reinforced mesh within the grass, rather than introducing hardcore, gravel etc.to the site.
· The boundary of the new area needs to be established – type of fencing to be discussed with the Edens.
· Hedging will be planted around the three sides of the new area. No existing trees will be completely removed but may need cutting back significantly. New trees will be interspersed with the hedging, approx. one every 10m with the view that some may need cutting back later.
· A cultivation plan of the area will need to be agreed after discussion with the Edens. Mr Burton suggested a woodland planting scheme would be more successful/beneficial than wildflower planting in the long term. 
· Further specimen trees and seating will be added to the area, such as birch, crab apple, rowan – exact locations to be confirmed. 
· The Clerk will investigate hedging and tree supplies, and what help is available via the Platinum Jubilee Green Canopy scheme.
· A further meeting will be set up to include the Edens



Meeting closed at 8.30pm
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