		

Metfield Parish Council 14/05/24

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL,
7.30pm 11th March 2024

PRESENT - Mr P. Mortimer, Mr P. Schwier, Mr C Osborne, Mrs D Fowler, Mrs C Pryce,
Mr B Lee-Harwood, Mr D Hall, Mr J Gadsdon, Councillor L Hadingham (MSDC)

Clerk- Mrs L Duckett

No members of the public were present.
[bookmark: _Hlk45700798]
1.APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Mr P Smith

[bookmark: _Hlk72311906]2. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING HELD 8th JANUARY 2024.
The minutes were agreed and approved.

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES –
The Clerk had contacted Cllr Paul West, the Cabinet Officer for flooding regarding the flooding on the B1123 at Withersdale Church and had been informed that gullies and culverts were due to be cleaned. The Chair had also spoken with the local landowner. The Parish Council will continue to monitor the situation. 
Frequent activity and fires are still being observed at Withersdale Hall Farm – the Clerk will contact Mendham Parish Council and check with the Environment Agency as to the status of reports made and any subsequent action.
Additional funding towards the upkeep of the new area of the cemetery to ensure it is neat and tidy has been received from Mid Suffolk District Council amounting to £962.71 The Parish Council expressed their thanks to Cllr Hadingham.
The fence adjoining the playground in St Johns Meadow will be replaced by the owner/occupier of 15 St Johns Meadow. Approval for the purchase of signs indicating no ball games allowed was given. The Parish Council has offered to speak to parents if any children were seen playing football in the enclosed area.
The Village Hall has agreed not to charge the Parish Council for the January booking only, due to lack of heating.

4. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR HADINGHAM 
[bookmark: _Hlk109119740]Cllr Hadingham’s report was circulated prior to the meeting; it can be found at the end of these minutes.
Cllr Hadingham had discussed some recent planning decisions with the planning officers concerned but had got little back. 
She asked for the top concerns from the village or anything in particular that she should point out to officers visiting in a few weeks’ time. After some discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would provide her with some examples of antisocial behaviour in social housing and planning decisions were it was felt local views had been ignored. Other issues such as the state of the roads and speeding were all under the remit of the County Council, not District.

5. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR REID
Cllr Reid’s report was circulated prior to the meeting; it can be found at the end of these minutes.
No questions were raised.
The Parish Council were disappointed that there had been no representation from Suffolk County Council at meetings since the deputising for Cllr Gould.

6. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
A Parishioner had spoken to the Chair as she was having difficulty in getting a damaged refuse bin replaced. The Clerk will provide Cllr Hadingham with details so she can follow up with the refuse team. Another property had raised concern that their recycling was being collected and disposed of as general waste. Cllr Schwier will check what bags they are using for their recycling, as this may be the issue. (Specific bags for recycling are available from MSDC where it is unsafe or impossible to access wheelie bins.)

[bookmark: _Hlk161135516]7. FLOODING
An email had been received from Captains Farm regarding flooding outside of their property and it was understood that The Chestnuts were also having issues with flood water getting into their septic tank. The Parish Council would have liked the opportunity to raise these issues of flooding on minor roads with the Suffolk County Councillor. They will continue to monitor the situation but have limited powers of action.
The car abandoned in the layby on the B1123 opposite Withersdale Church after a previous flood had now been there for months. The Clerk will raise with Mendham Parish Council.

8. FINANCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk129684698]i)To approve any payments due.					
Payments raised and approved between meetings:
Mr N Riseborough – Grass cutting                             				£162.00
	
Payments raised at the meeting:				
Clerk - reimbursement for print cartridges					              £16.92
Chair – reimbursement of costs for strimming of new cemetery fence line 	              £31.00
Chair – Annual expenses								  £75.00					                
All payments were approved.

9. PLANNING - TO REVIEW ANY CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS INCLUDING:
DC/24/00579 Retention of change of use of 2no existing farm buildings to a commercial use under Class B8 of the Use Classes Order 1987 (as amended). Vale Farm, The Common, Metfield
The above application was reviewed between meetings due to the deadline for comments. A copy of the comments submitted can be found at the end of these minutes. The Chair abstained from voting on the application, declaring an interest as being a close neighbour. The decision to object to the application was unanimous.

10. MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
Concerns had been raised to Councillors on the following issues:
Dog fouling was still an issue in the village and the Parish Council were asked if they would consider an additional dog waste bin. There are not sufficient funds in the budget to purchase and pay for the emptying at this point in time. (The Parish Council will be paying in excess of £200 for having bins emptied in 2024/5). All dog owners were expected to act responsibly and take waste home if they did not want to use the bin on St Johns Meadow.
Posters are regularly put up around the village. A request has been made for posters to be routinely removed when no longer valid, including any staples used, to keep the village looking neat and tidy.
The Village welcome pack will now be distributed by Judy Game and Peter and Gill Mortimer. Paul Smith has also offered his assistance. The pack will continue to be kept up to date by the Clerk.
A question was raised as to whether the Defibrillator needed regular servicing. The Clerk will pass the query on to the Village Hall committee as they own the equipment.
The outstanding five damson trees for the new cemetery area had been received in February and planted by the Chair and Clerk. It was agreed that there would be an official opening ceremony in conjunction with the lighting of the beacon for the D-day anniversary on 6th June.
Due to the recent wet weather and waterlogged soil conditions, double depth graves cannot currently be offered as it is impossible to excavate to a sufficient depth without the grave collapsing.

10.CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk had received an email regarding the purchase of fence surrounds to allow the passing of hedgehogs between gardens – 1 box of fifty surrounds at a cost of £150 from a hedgehog preservation charity. The Parish Council did not believe this to be suitable use of funds, especially as there were a limited number of enclosed fences in the village. There was also evidence of hedgehogs digging a route under the fence in some gardens.


The meeting closed at 8.25 pm.


DATE OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – Monday 15th April 2024
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - Monday 13th May 2024		                




Retrospective planning application Ref DC/24/00579 Vale Farm, Metfield

Metfield Parish Council support the diversification of farm buildings where appropriate, but object to this planning application due to lack of clarity in the application and concerns for safety – please see comments below.

Clarity of description of activities
The planning statement states that the buildings are being used by a “signage” business to store light goods and items related to their commercial use. This is a somewhat ambiguous description as the building is the base for Interpac – see details extracted from their website below
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The lack of clarity of the operations being undertaken brings into question the validity of other claims within the statement. The Parish Council suggest that the true nature of the operation should be assessed by an unannounced site visit from the planning office before any decision is made.

Vehicles and traffic
The application refers to the fact that this is a working farm with numerous large vehicle movements and therefore the change of use will not increase vehicle movements, rather it will be fewer, smaller vehicles. The application also states that the remaining buildings on both sides of the new business are still being used as a farm, so the type of traffic may change but not necessarily be reduced; there will still be agricultural movement of traffic as well as lighter vehicles for the new distribution base. Mixing large agricultural vehicles, lorries and smaller vans is surely more hazardous - the site will require health and safety rules and policing of site safety and movement. There is no mention of this in the planning application. It would be useful to understand what kind of farming operations are taking place in the neighbouring barns to better evaluate the situation. Local knowledge is aware of anything from large HGVs to private vehicles are now looking to gain access to the site, which is not signposted. Neighbours are concerned over security with unknown vehicles entering their properties when looking for the business and consider there to be an increase in traffic movements. We understand that this has triggered an enforcement investigation and the retrospective planning application being submitted, so would argue that there is already evidence of an increase in traffic. The addition of ten new parking places would also indicate a potential increase is expected. Should the application be approved better signage should be included as a condition to ensure vehicles can find the site without trespassing on neighbours property.

Employees
The application states there are no employees on site, so who receives and distributes goods, and why is there a need for ten new parking places? 
The application states that this is a new independent business to the existing farm. Therefore, there must be a need for at least one employee to monitor the movement of goods in which case provision should be made for toilets and possibly a very simple kitchen for water supply on grounds of health and safety.
If, however, there is no one there, how will hours of operation be monitored, stated as not relevant in the application. It will become relevant if the loading/unloading causes noise, and or light pollution issues as there is nothing stating that it is not to be a 24hr operation. Neighbours of the farm already have ongoing issues regarding noise, volume of traffic and out of hours disturbance, which have involved the planning office monitoring activities in the past.

Visibility
The application states that the site cannot be seen from a public road. The units can easily be seen from the B1123, and from the adjacent footpath. Neighbours have already observed an increase in smaller types of traffic.

Waste/Pollution
There is no plan to incorporate areas to store and aide the collection of waste or recyclable waste. Piles of pallets can already be seen between the two units in the photos provided. Is there a fire policy as the barns would appear to be full of combustible materials with the gap between them being filled with combustible waste? Piles of waste materials may also lead to issues with vermin.
There is no mention of lighting for the area which it is assumed would be needed at certain times of the year on grounds of safety. Type and times and direction of their use would need to be considered to ensure light pollution is avoided.


Stringent operational conditions would need to be attached for the Parish Council to support this application, especially as this initial change of use may set a precedent for further diversification of the remaining barns.






MSDC Report, as supplied by Councillor Hadingham
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Mid Suffolk agrees budget ‘to back communities and drive change’
‘A prudent budget, but one that can deliver real change’ – Mid Suffolk District Council agrees a lower council tax rise than most authorities as it sets out its plans for the year ahead.

Go-ahead for ‘exciting new sports facilities in Stowmarket
Plans for new facilities including a 3G football pitch, sports pavilion, multi-use games area, sports hall and mini athletic track, have been given the green light.

New rural transport grants scheme launches
Mid Suffolk District Council has launched a new rural transport grants scheme to help provide passenger transport routes across the district, connecting local communities and reducing emissions, by providing viable alternatives to solo car journeys.

Tax premiums agreed for owners of second homes and empty properties
Councillors at Mid Suffolk District Council have agreed higher tax premiums for owners of second homes and long-term empty properties as part of a raft of measures to bring more homes back into use.

Council leaders warn of ‘catastrophic effect’ of Suffolk County Council budget plans
Proposed changes to Housing Related Support ‘could impact on our most vulnerable residents’.

All aboard!  Mid Suffolk gives green light to involvement in new community rail partnership
Rail passengers in Mid Suffolk could be on track to see improvements to their local stations, after councillors backed the introduction of a community rail partnership.

More of Suffolk’s tree cover and orchards to be restored
Suffolk County Council has secured £201,213 from the government’s Local Authority Treescapes Fund for 1,877 new trees in a bid on behalf of all Suffolk councils – including Mid Suffolk District Council.  The funding will go toward planting and maintaining the trees – many of which will be ‘standards’, which are around six feet in height when planted.

Council’s loft insultation offer for Suffolk homes
Funding is available to help residents make their homes warmer and save money on their energy bills.

Making Suffolk’s older properties more energy efficient and cheaper to run
A free event to explore how to make Suffolk’s older homes more energy efficient is at The Hold in Ipswich on March 6


SCC Report, as supplied by Councillor Reid

SCC NEWSLETTER - FEBRUARY 2024

Public consultation on Suffolk County Council’s proposed devolution deal starts on 18th March
A 10-week public consultation on our proposed devolution deal with the Government will start on 18th March and run through until 26th May. The consultation will be in two main parts – an open survey, hosted by Suffolk County Council, that any residents can complete and a sample survey of 1000 Suffolk residents conducted independently by Ipsos Mori. The consultation will be available through our website www.suffolk.gov.uk/devolution and social media. There will also be media coverage highlighting the consultation.
Dragon Patcher lands in Suffolk to bolster response to rural potholes
Suffolk Highways has welcomed the new pothole-repairing machine to help fix the growing number of potholes experienced nationally during the winter season, with a trial set to initially target defects in rural Suffolk.
The Dragon Patcher is a machine that releases compressed air which cleans the surface of the road, before heating the surface to a temperature that enables repair material to bond effectively with the road surface, allowing the pothole to be repaired with an aggregate and hot bitumen material.
Compared with the traditional approach of repairing potholes, the Dragon Patcher can work five times faster. This trial is in addition to the potholes being repaired around the clock as part of our routine repair programme, during the past two months Suffolk Highways has repaired 2,851 potholes across Suffolk.
Fuelled by the biodiesel, HVO (hydrotreated vegetable oil), the patcher reduces raw material use and creates zero waste and has shown to provide significant carbon savings when compared to traditional patching techniques.
Once the trial ends in Suffolk, a decision will be taken on whether to roll out the technology across the county.
Councils’ loft insulation offer for Suffolk homes
Suffolk’s Public Sector Leaders have launched a Suffolk Loft Insulation offer, teaming up with builders' merchant Travis Perkins to offer Suffolk residents a significant reduction on loft insulation.
There are four product options available, and residents will receive a 50% discount off their purchase (up to £200), with free delivery.
According to The Energy Saving Trust, it is estimated that an uninsulated home loses a quarter of its heat through its roof. An effective way to reduce this heat loss, and heating bills, is to insulate your loft, attic or flat roof. Correctly installed insulation should pay for itself many times over in its 40-year lifetime.
The offer is open to anyone and will close once the allocated funding has been spent. To find out more visit www.greensuffolk.org/at-home/grants/. Simply fill out the online order form and Travis Perkins will be in touch to arrange payment and delivery.
The Loft Insulation Grant is being funded by Suffolk’s Public Sector Leaders and Travis Perkins and will help contribute to Suffolk’s Climate Emergency Plan and our vision for Suffolk to become Carbon Neutral by 2030.
Council budget approved with a focus on protecting the most vulnerable
Suffolk County Council has confirmed its financial budget for 2024-25.

The £752.8m package was approved at the Full Council meeting on Thursday 15 February 2024, with the priority to protect vulnerable adults and children across the county.
Despite the recently announced uplift in government funding and asking residents for the maximum Council Tax contribution, it is still not sufficient to cover the rising costs imposed by inflation, or the increasing levels of demand for services - in particular children’s care, special educational needs, and disabilities (SEND) and home to school transport.
However, as a direct result of the government’s recent intervention to provide further funding, the following proposals were approved:
· £500,000 of project funding will be made available to all arts and heritage organisations in Suffolk from April 2025 – it is intended that this funding will be available every year going forward
· £528,000 of core funding to nine arts and heritage organisations in Suffolk will end in March 2025
· £45,000 will be reinstated to support the County Music Service from April 2024
· £9 million of reserves will be used to balance the 2024-25 budget.
To provide care and services for vulnerable children and adults, the next two years will see an additional £42.7 million allocated to children’s services, and an additional £29.9 million for adult services. However this means £64.7 million of savings needs to be found at the same time.
These significant savings over the next two years include:
· £11 million of staffing costs through changing the way services are delivered and restructuring across the council
· £30.6 million of additional savings from an extension of the council’s hugely successful Adult Social Care Transformation programme
The council’s budget will increase by 8.6% (from £693.0 million to £752.8 million), some of which is generated by a 4.99% increase in the council’s share of Council Tax, and additional Government funding.
The increase of 4.99% to Council Tax is made up of a 2.99% increase in general Council Tax and a 2.00% increase dedicated to funding adult care. This will see the council’s share of a Band B property’s bill rise by £1.12 per week, compared to last year.
See off the cowboys with Suffolk Trusted Trader scheme
Suffolk Trading Standards is urging people to protect themselves from unscrupulous doorstep operators by only using businesses approved by the Trusted Trader scheme.
Suffolk Trusted Trader is a business partnership scheme where participants have completed a full vetting process and agree to trade fairly under a Code of Practice.
This covers transparent quoting and carrying out work, only charging a fair and reasonable price, and dealing with complaints promptly.
The advice comes following recent incidents involving residents and businesses across the county where rogue traders have ripped them off.
· In Lowestoft an elderly woman was approached at the door by men who offered to clean her gutters for £15. She agreed but the traders then claimed the roof was leaking and tiles had moved and charged her £1,250. They insisted on cash and advised her to visit multiple cash points to be able to withdraw a greater sum of money. It was only when the woman’s daughter learned what had happened that she was able to intervene and the traders returned £750.
· A gang offering to patch up potholes in business car parks is known to have claimed at least two victims. One company boss near Bury St Edmunds who agreed to the work found the traders tarmacking the whole car park. When approached, the trader became aggressive, threatened the boss and demanded £10,000 in cash. Fearful of the threats the businessman agreed to pay £6,500 in cash. Another business, a pub near Sudbury, was told they had been sent by the brewery and the landlord agreed to them starting work, but they also started tarmacking the whole car park. When challenged the traders became aggressive, demanding £1,600 in cash. The landlord refused to pay but has since received intimidating telephone calls, with threats to return to dig up the car park.
· In Newmarket residents were approached at the door by an individual leafleting for a roofing company. At one property the trader advised it would cost £280 to clean and seal the driveway, but then dropped the price to £180 when the resident declined. At another property, the trader advised that it would cost £250, but then dropped the price to £150.
Council to review weed control for roads and pavements
In February 2022, the council agreed to stop using glyphosate in its routine weed treatment programmes, to find more natural alternatives to help protect the local environment.
However, the alternative products proved unable to meet requirements, which was further exacerbated by exceptional growing conditions. Multiple applications were sometimes needed which could introduce other negative environmental impacts.
It has proved a challenge to reduce high performing treatments, whilst significantly mitigating the environmental impact. Other local authorities locally have experienced a similar situation.
Regular weed treatment on our highway network will continue using a variety of methods, with plans for glyphosate being considered only when appropriate – the ambition still remains to reduce the use of glyphosate as far as possible.
Teams will continue to monitor and research the different approaches being used to remove weeds on our roads and pavements. Where needed, glyphosate would be used responsibly as it is one of the most cost-effective and long-lasting solutions.
£4.4 million to be spent on additional staff to strengthen SEND reform
Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet confirmed today that 60 new members of staff will be recruited to drive forward important reform to the way special educational needs and disability (SEND) services are delivered in Suffolk.

New Cabinet Member for Education and SEND, Andrew Reid, today reaffirmed Suffolk County Council’s commitment to ensuring improvements to the SEND service go further and faster. This includes an increase in permanent SEND staff of nearly 15%.

These new posts will support the improvement of the quality and timeliness of assessments, plans, reviews, and communications with families.

In January, a report by Ofsted and Care Quality Commission (CQC) found significant concerns with the way SEND services are delivered by the NHS and Suffolk County Council. In response to this, the Local Area Partnership, made up of Suffolk County Council, the NHS Suffolk and Northeast Essex Integrated Care Board (ICB) and NHS Norfolk and Waveney ICB, must submit a Priority Action Plan by March 7 outlining the improvement programme. In order to support this improvement programme, an additional £4.4million was signed off during the budget discussions at Full Council on February 15. Of this, £3.4million will provide 46 new full-time posts – a increase of 14.76% in current staffing levels. An additional £1million will be spent in 2024/25 to fund 14 temporary posts.

Cabinet today agreed to delegate authority to approve the priority action plan to be submitted to Ofsted and CQC on March 7 to the statutory director of children’s services in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Education and SEND. The priority action plan is also being approved at the Suffolk and North-East Essex ICB Executive and the Norfolk and Waveney ICB Executive on 4 March 2024.
Suffolk’s wettest ever winter breaks highway response records
Storm Babet saw nearly two months’ worth of rain fall in 24 hours, the subsequent storms and severe weather events saw more sustained rainfall, leading up to what Met Office described as the fifth wettest February on record since 1836 with several days still to go. As a result of the extreme weather, Suffolk Highways has seen an 82% increase in requests for action with 18,000 additional customers reports so far during the 2023/24 financial year.
The number of drainage and flooding issues have increased by a staggering 364% in the last five months when compared to the same period in 2022/23. Suffolk Highways has also responded to 2,117 emergency incidents in the same period, a 64% increase on last year.
The increased wet weather coupled with occasional freezing temperatures this time of year results in a sharp rise in pothole breakouts. Despite these challenges, highways has completed 34% more repairs to potholes in 2023/24 when compared to 2022/23. To help keep up with this unparalleled increase in demand, Suffolk County Council is investing more resource and trialing new ways of working, including:
· Increased allocated to fix potholes, resurface roads and repair drainage
· 70% increase in highway crews to maintain and repair the roads
· Launching a trial of new ‘Dragon Patcher’ equipment – a pothole-repairing machine which can repair potholes up to five times faster than traditional methods
· Trailing a ‘Road Mender’ – a patching machine used in urban areas which will help boost productivity and present more environmental benefits

Andrew Reid
County Councillor – For Cllr Peter Gould
Tel: 07545 423799
Email: andrew.reid@suffolk.gov.uk
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Welcome to Interpac Norwich

Interpac are a long established, family run company that offers a comprehensive range of packing services.
Interpac was established to offer a cost-effective fulfilment solution, providing quality fulfilment, collation, pick,
pack and despatch services to those businesses that require reliability in Norwich, Norfolk, the UK and Worldwide.

To discuss your requirements please call us on 01603 424 977
or email us at info@interpac-norwich.co.uk
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